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Fig. 1. Arequipa Plaza de Armas 19 – 23 August 2018  
 
 

The Organization of Nematologists of Tropical 

America will be hosting its 50
th

 Annual 

Meeting during the week of 19-23 August 

2018 in Arequipa (Peru). Arequipa is a city 

of ca one million of inhabitants and is also 

called the ‘White’ city because of its baroque 

buildings made up of whitish volcanic stone 

(sillar). Arequipa is packed with museums, 

sights and attractions. It is built at a reasonable 

altitude (2,335 meters above sea level), and 

has one of the most reliably pleasant climates 

in the country. Its historic center houses the 

famous Plaza de Armas (Fig. 1), flanked on its 

north by the 17th-century neoclassical Basilica 

Cathedral. The local currency is the 

‘Chacarato de oro’. The city also has an 

agricultural vocation with farm land located 

close to the Misti volcano (Fig. 2). There are 

ca 150,000 ha of farm land producing crops 

for local consumption and export. Main crops 

include: garlic, onion, potato, vine, avocado, 

artichoke, maize, quinoa, rice, paprika pepper, 

alfalfa, and prickly pear for ‘cochinilla carmín’ 

(cochineal carmine). Husbandry includes cattle 

and South American camellids. 

For more information on Arequipa City visit: 

[http://www.goseewrite.com/2015/06/7-things-

to-do-in-arequipa-peru/]. 

Travel and excursion information can 

be found in the supplementary materials 

accompanying this issue. 

 

Local Organizers and Local Arrangements 

Committee 

 

The Local Arrangements Committee is hosted 

by the National University of St Agustin of 

Arequipa (Universidad Nacional de San 

Agustín de Aréquipa) (Fig. 3) . Local 

Organizers also include the National Institute 

of Agraria Innovation (Instituto Nacional de 

Innovación Agraria), local and national 

universities, College of Engineers of Peru 

(Colegio de Ingenieros del Perú), Ministry of 

Agriculture and Irrigation (Ministerio de 

Agricultura y Riego), Private enterprise and 

farmer associations. 

The Local Organizers Committee 

members, lead by Alberto Anculle 

(albertoanculle@gmail.com) and Martín 
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Augusto Delgado Junchaya 

(mdelgado@upao.edu.pe), are: Javier Franco 

Ponce (javierfrancoponce@gmail.com), and 

Carolina Cedano (caescesa1@yahoo.com). 

 

 
Fig. 2. Provincial Arequipa and the Misti volcano  

 

Scientific Program Committee 

 

The scientific program will be jointly prepared 

by the Local Organizer Committee members 

and ONTA’s Vice-President Ed McGawley 

and President Deb Neher. The program will 

include: Opening Ceremony (Special 

Program), conferences, oral presentations, 

poster sessions, field day, awards ceremony 

and gala party. Presentations will be given in 

two or three parallel sessions and rooms 

(according to number of offered papers). 

Excursions (optional) will be held after the 23 

August. 

 

 
Fig. 3. Universidad Nacional de San Agustín de 

Arequipa  

 

In preparation for the Arequipa 

meeting, we would like to reproduce excerpts 

of the message and invitation sent by Ed and 

Deb on the 2nd of November to our ONTA 

members to encourage our actively 

participation in the program and meeting. 

 

Greetings fellow members of ONTA, 

 

We are starting plans for the 2018 

meeting early so that we can involve the 

membership in the planning and program 

highlights as much as possible. After all, this is 

YOUR organization. We solicited suggestions 

for symposium/workshop topics and the 

following is a list of suggestions received in 

response: 

 

1.) Mechanisms of soil suppressiveness 

2.) Taxonomy of Meloidogyne 

3.) Potato cyst nematode 

4.) Education outreach in South America 

5.) Morphological identification of nematodes 

6.) Molecular phylogenetics and diagnostics of 

nematodes 

 

We think that there is enough room on 

the program to accommodate all six of these 

suggestions. Topics 1-4 would be symposia 

and topics 5 and 6 would be workshops. They 

would be 2 hours in length and held 

concurrently with regular paper sessions, 

probably mid-mornings. The official dates are 

Sunday August 19 to Thursday, August 23 

followed by excursions. 

Please also note that we will require 

Spanish speakers to have slides in English and 

English speakers to have slides in Spanish. 

In closing, we would like to say that 

there is still time for minor “tweaks” to the 

program. We WELCOME ANY FURTHER 

SUGGESTIONS and ask that you copy both 

Neher and McGawley on any emails related to 

ONTA 2018. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah Neher, President (dneher@uvm.edu) 

Edward McGawley, Vice-President 

(EMgawley@agcenter.lsu.edu) 

mailto:javierfrancoponce@gmail.com
mailto:dneher@uvm.edu
mailto:EMgawley@agcenter.lsu.edu
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From the ONTA Newsletter editor 

 

XLIX ONTA Annual Meeting 

Highlights 

 

Dear ONTA members, 

 

I am very pleased to share with you that 

the Puerto Rico ONTA Annual Meeting 

was a very important meeting in ONTA’s 

history and was attended by delegates from 

40 different countries. The program started 

on Monday morning with a walking tour 

around downtown Mayagüez and lunch 

(Figs 4 and 5). Registration to the meeting 

and cocktail reception (Fig. 6) took place 

in the evening at the MUSA Museum 

premises (University of Puerto Rico at 

Mayagüez).  

 

 
Fig. 4. Walking tour around Mayagüez 

downtown 

 

 
Fig. 5. ‘Brazo de Gitano’ cake tasting 

 

 
Fig. 6. Cocktail reception at the MUSA 

Museum 

 

On Tuesday morning, the opening 

ceremony was held on the premises of the 

Bioprocess Development and Training 

Complex facilities (BDTC). The Opening 

lecture entitled: “ONTA: History and 

Challenges” was jointly delivered by Drs 

Jessé Román and Alejandro Ayala, two 

of the founders of ONTA (Fig. 7). 

Delegates gave them a warm and standing 

ovation at the end of their lecture (Fig. 8). 

It was a very important and privileged 

occasion to be with Jessé and Alejandro. 

We reproduce in this issue the whole 

English text of this historic opening lecture 

on ONTA roots and origins. 

 

 
Fig. 7. Drs Jessé Román and Alejandro Ayala 
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Fig. 8. ONTA delegates attending the opening 

lecture 

 

After the opening lecture the program 

continued with the first symposium: 

‘Biogeography of Nematodes’. The 

symposium included presentations by Drs 

D.A. Neher (biodiversity and ecosystem 

function), Tom Powers (biogeographic 

patterns of nematodes), and Natsumi 

Kanzaki (Biogeography of entomophilic 

nematodes) (Fig. 9). 

 

 
Fig. 9. Natsumi Kanzaki 

 

Two oral paper sessions afterwards 

covered the topics of ‘Nematode Diseases’ 

(chairs P.A. Roberts and G.E. Múnera 

Uribe), and ‘Host-Parasite Interactions’ 

(chairs R.N. Inserra and I.C. del Prado-

Vera). The day ended with social and 

cultural activities in the evening at ‘Parque 

Litoral’ were ONTA delegates enjoyed 

folkloric dancers (Fig. 10), music, a taste 

of rum and a delicious meal including 

traditional ‘mofongos’. 

 

 
Fig. 10. Folkloric dancers 

 

On Wednesday (12 July) the oral paper 

presentations covered the sessions of 

Biological control (chairs J.C. 

Magunacelaya and L.W. Duncan), 

Molecular nematology (chairs W. Peraza-

Padilla and M.C. Giraldo Zapata) and a 

special presentation by Luciany Favoreto 

on a new soybean disease occurring in 

Brazil caused by the ‘seed nematode’ 

Aphelenchoides besseyi (chair: D.A. 

Neher). The ONTA Poster Session and 

Students Competition took place in the 

afternoon. Afterwards delegates attended 

the International Forum: Plantain parasitic 

nematodes: How to solve the problem? 

(Chair M. Cortes) that was held in the 

historic ‘Teatro Yagüez’ (Fig. 11).  

 

 
Fig. 11. Patrick Quénéhervé and Ignacio Cid 

del Prado at Teatro Yagüez 

 

On Thursday delegates enjoyed the 

technical tours having the opportunity to 

visit the Fabres Banana Farm (Sábana 
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Grande) and the Organic Farm and Banana 

Packing Plant (Fig. 12). Lunch was taken 

at Villa Parguera Hotel before departing to 

a boat tour (Fig. 13) around the Bay (La 

Parguera, Lajas, PR).  

 

 

 
Fig. 12. Banana corms been pared 

 

 
Fig. 13. Renato, Julia, Helen and Ed on the 

boat trip. 

 

In the evening the ONTA 

Anniversary Banquet and ONTA awards 

ceremony were held at Mayagüez Resort 

& Casino, where delegates enjoyed an 

excellent dinner and music by ‘Compay 

Sebastián’. A slice of the ‘ONTA cake’, 

specially made to celebrate the ONTA 50
th

 

anniversary, and the singing of the popular 

song ‘Guantanamera’ crowned the day 

(Fig. 14).  

 

 
Fig. 14. Jessé Román leading the dancing 

 

 

On the last day of the meeting the 

Tourist Office of the Mayagüez City 

kindly provided ONTA delegates a tour 

around the city, including a visit to 

Hacienda ‘Mis Abuelos’, ‘Hostos’ 

Museum and Lunch at ‘Tío Mon 

Restaurant’. 

The accompanying programmed 

was very enjoyable giving us a taste of 

everyday life, beaches, landscape hideouts, 

museums and culture of the region (Fig. 

15). 
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Lunching together Parque Litoral evening 

  
Parque Litoral evening (Brazilian delegates) Bananas farm technical visit 

  
Manager of the banana farm A sightseeing day out 

  
La parguera Welcome aboard! From left to right: Phil 

Roberts, Charles Overstreet, Frieda Decraemer, 

Irma Tandigan  

Fig. 15. Puerto Rico meeting at Mayaguez snapshots  
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OPENING LECTURE 

 

History of ONTA, Knowledge 

Dissemination and Challenges 

 

 
Fig. 16. Drs Jessé Román and Alejandro 

Ayala 

 

Dr Jessé Román’s full text of the opening 

lecture (English translation by RHM-L) 

 

Good morning to all. We are very proud to be 

here in front of you. We hope you have a great 

time in this congress prepared with love for 

All. Having the opportunity to penetrate the 

history of the Organization of Nematologists 

of the American Tropics is like entering into 

the history of a professional life. It is a real 

challenge. Trips, conferences, teachings, 

meeting interesting people that stimulated and 

motivated me to enjoy this great career of 

nematology that I have enjoyed so much and 

continue to love. 

Now, in your pleasant company, I will 

visit spaces that have been closed for a long 

time; revise them by immersing myself in 

them and having the joy of enjoying, digging 

and feeling a huge range of emotions. To love 

our profession is to live the joy of rejoicing 

fully in what we do. That's how I feel and I 

hope that the vast majority of you, if not 

everyone, will feel the same.  

 

 

 

 

History 

 

First of all, so that you can understand 

how we got to where we are, I want to give 

you brief information about the origin of 

nematology in the United States of America. 

Dr Nathan Augustus Cobb, better known as 

The Father of Nematology in America, began 

his work and at the same time prepared some 

students mostly with training in entomology. 

They were: Göthold Steiner, B.G. Chitwood, 

J.R. Christie, G. Thorne and A.L. Taylor. 

These are considered as the pioneers in the 

nematology of America. When Cobb dies, 

Steiner is named director of the project. 

Steiner, following in Cobb's footsteps, 

prepared the following nematologists: J. 

Sasser, E.J. Cairns, A.C. Tarjan, L. Lordello 

and J. Jenkins. 

 Doctors Sasser and Cairns, with the 

help of the Shell Chemical Company, began 

offering workshops in nematology in different 

southern states of the union. In general, the 

interested participants consisted of 

phytopathologists and entomologists. These 

people came out very well prepared from these 

workshops and began to present projects, to 

work on research and prepare students in 

science. Apart from that group, federal funds 

were allocated to form the S-19 project, made 

up of a representative from each of 19 

southern states and Puerto Rico. The group 

met annually to present the results of the work 

and appoint a president. With the retirement of 

Dr Steiner, of worldwide recognition in 

Nematology, the Director of the Experimental 

Station Agricultural of the University of 

Puerto Rico, Mr Arturo Roque, hired him to 

come to Puerto Rico to prepare two young 

people in Nematology: Alejandro Ayala and 

Jessé Román (Fig. 16). 

It is impossible to forget two events 

that gave much light to the expansion of 

nematology in America, since in Europe there 

were a few internationally renowned 

nematologists, among them the great Filipjev, 

working mostly in taxonomy of nematodes. 

The first event that occurred was the allocation 
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of money from the United States Government 

to initiate a project to control a disease in the 

citrus industry in the state of Florida known as 

"Spreading Decline" or Progressive Decay of 

Citrus caused by the nematode Radopholus 

similis. It was the first time that federal money 

was approved for a project in nematology. 

"Pull and burn" many nicknamed the project as 

they uprooted the affected trees and burned in 

situ, then treated the soil with the inorganic 

nematicides of that time. It was not easy at all. 

Every vehicle entering and leaving the infected 

place had to be thoroughly washed with water 

at very high temperatures. 

The second important event was the 

International Nematology Course sponsored 

by the "National Science Foundation" (NSF). 

Teachers from different countries in Europe, 

Canada and some states of the American 

Union were hired. Students from different 

American universities and Puerto Rico were 

selected. The selection of students was 

rigorous, it did not matter that they were 

Ph.D., M.Sc. or masters students but all had to 

be excellent students working on nematology 

projects. The NSF paid for all the expenses of 

students and teachers. There were six weeks of 

conferences and rigorous laboratories. Work 

was done in the morning, afternoon and 

evening. The only rest day was Sunday. After 

the exams and delivery of grades we left that 

course as "true nematologists". 

With this introduction, we can enter 

fully on how the ONTA was formed. In a 

symposium of tropical nematology held at the 

Agricultural Experiment Station (EEA) of the 

University of Puerto Rico (UPR) during the 

summer of 1967, Alejandro Ayala, and I took 

the opportunity to discuss the desirability of 

forming a society of tropical and semitropical 

nematologists. The opportunity was unique 

since the symposium had been attended by 

many people from Latin America and the state 

of Florida. Already by this time in the United 

States the American Society of Nematology 

(SON) had been formed. We call a meeting to 

the people we think would be interested. We 

met the day after the conclusion of the 

symposium at the Excelsior Hotel in Santurce, 

Puerto Rico, where most of the attendees 

stayed. The main objective was to unite people 

interested in Tropical Nematology in a society 

to know about their research and try to 

disseminate the results of nematological 

research produced in Latin America, the 

Caribbean and the southern states of the 

United States of America. We knew that many 

Latin Americans studied Nematology in the 

United States. However, when they returned to 

their countries, the administration of the 

universities and institutions where they 

worked, for reasons that are not relevant, led 

them to work in other facets of research 

neglecting what they learned in nematology 

and shelving their research in these aspects. 

Rescuing these results through its publication 

was our greatest effort. We wanted to 

introduce ideas that could end with those work 

changes that I just pointed out. At the meeting, 

this topic and many others were discussed. We 

were full of enthusiasm. With an important 

vision so that nematology will continue to 

grow. A composite directive was chosen as 

follows: 

 

President: Dr A.C. Tarjan (Florida); Vice-

President: Dr Alejandro Ayala (Puerto Rico) 

Secretary: Dr Jessé Román (Puerto Rico) 

Treasurer: Dr J.T. Vázquez (México); 

Vocals:  

Dr Roberto Chevres (Puerto Rico) 

Dr Rodrigo Tarté (Panamá) 

Dr L.F. Martorell (Puerto Rico) 

Dr J. Winchester (Florida) 

Dr J.E. Edmunds (St. Lucia) 

Dr G. Blair (Trinidad-Tobago) 

Dr R. Barriga (Colombia) 

 

It was suggested that the first scientific 

meeting be held in Sarasota, Florida. Dr. 

Tarjan would take care of the local 

arrangements for its celebration. He, very 

diligently, cooperated and communicated often 

with us and the meeting took shape. After the 

meeting I began to work as a Secretary. In the 

library of the EEA I got the addresses and 
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names of the universities of Latin America and 

the southern United States. I also got the 

names of people who were working partially 

on nematology projects. I sent them letters 

requesting information on whether or not they 

agreed to the formation of a tropical 

nematology society. Almost all the people 

contacted quickly answered their support for 

the idea mentioned. BINGO, we said Ayala 

and me. Communication was necessary and 

constant. Although I was very busy with my 

work, I always had some time to continue 

reviving the spark that ignited in 1967. They 

were experiences that I never forget. 

The following year the meeting in 

Florida was a resounding success. Many 

people from Latin America attended. Just from 

Colombia attended five young people who 

worked in nematology projects. A large 

amount of scientific work was presented. At 

the business meeting it was determined that 

the Vice-President would take up the position 

of the Presidency. Therefore, Dr Alejandro 

Ayala would take the baton of the new society. 

Dr Jessé Román, Vice-President; Dr Joseph 

Edmunds, Secretary, and Dr J.T Vázquez, 

Treasurer. In addition, it was decided to 

publish an Informative Letter where 

information about the members, the 

investigations they were carrying out, the 

minutes of the past meetings, information 

about the place where the next meeting would 

be held and any other information of general 

interest would be presented. At that time, Dr 

Rodrigo Tarté presented a formal invitation 

from the Administration of the University of 

Panama to hold the second scientific meeting 

in the country of Panama. Dr Jim Winchester 

presented a drawing of what could be the 

cover of the Newsletter that would be 

distributed semi-annually. The cover had a 

drawing of the Western Hemisphere and a 

nematode of the genus Belonolaimus coiled in 

the drawing. 

The name of the new society was also 

discussed at the meeting. It was agreed that, in 

Spanish the name would be: Organización de 

Nematólogos de los Trópicos Americanos, and 

in English: Organization of Tropical American 

Nematologists. The Informative Letter would 

have the information published in Spanish and 

English. Years later the name in English was 

changed to: Organization of Nematologists 

from Tropical America, to avoid problems 

with another organization of a global nature 

with a similar acronym. 

At the meeting in Panama, the busiest 

in those days, Dr Tarté presented a new cover 

for the Informative Letter replacing the 

Belonolaimus nematode with that of 

Pratylenchus, as this has a wider world 

distribution than the former. It was also agreed 

to publish a scientific journal with the results 

of the members’ research. This one would take 

the name of NEMATROPICA and it would 

have the cover of the Informative Letter. 

Engineer Leopoldo Abrego brought a 

formal invitation from the Coffee Institute of 

El Salvador to celebrate next year, the third 

meeting of the organization in that place. In 

that way I took the reins of society as 

President. Then we met in Colombia, Santa 

Lucia, Venezuela, and many other countries. 

In this way, ONTA continued to grow and take 

its research to different parts of the world. 

At present, ONTA continues to 

disseminate research results and every day 

more members join and more countries are 

visited. So our idea, created in Puerto Rico in 

1967, has been a success in Tropical 

Nematology. I understand that currently the 

organization is represented by some 300 

members from 45 countries. 

 

Knowledge dissemination 

 

The task then was to make our 

teachings known to those in need of it. Our 

work focused on several facets, such as: the 

graduate Chair, the visit to different countries 

to carry out field trips and study the 

symptomatology and control of nematodes in 

various agricultural crops, sampling, recovery 

of soil and root nematodes together with their 

study. 
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In Puerto Rico, we began with the 

preparation of the Agricultural Agents of the 

Agricultural Extension Service, an agency that 

is responsible for bringing the farmer the 

necessary knowledge to achieve good 

agriculture. The island was divided into 

different sections. Agricultural agents from the 

different sections were trained in the 

classroom, the laboratory and the field. Once 

prepared, they would be responsible for taking 

to the farmers what they had learned from their 

work areas. These workshops were a success 

and nematology became recognized in the 

fields. These agents also used the media of 

those years, such as radio and television. 

In my case I had the opportunity to 

disseminate the nematology in El Salvador, 

Dominican Republic, Mexico, Venezuela, 

Panama, Honduras and other Latin American 

countries. In all of them, classes, workshops 

and field visits were offered. In El Salvador I 

worked on a bean project. In Mexico I had the 

opportunity to review and assist in the 

preparation of master’s thesis students under 

the supervision of Dr Carlos Sosa Moss (RIP). 

In Venezuela I was a professor of the first and 

second Postgraduate Course in Nematology 

sponsored by the Government of the 

Netherlands. In Panama I was also, together 

with Dr Joe Sasser, professor of a Nematology 

course for students from different countries of 

Central America. In the Dominican Republic I 

served as consultant Nematologist of the State 

Sugar Council and the Department of 

Agriculture in vegetables, bananas and 

plantains. In the UPR precinct in Mayagüez I 

offered graduate courses and helped the 

students to prepare a research paper, which 

would be presented as a master’s degree thesis, 

and then publish. Anyway, I think I carried out 

my task to bring to students and farmers the 

importance of continuing to work and research 

everything related to nematology, following 

Dr Steiner’s eternal phrase that “soil is 

something alive that has many very important 

things”. 

 

 

Challenges 

 

 After 50 years of work, ONTA 

looks to the future with many challenges. 

Nematology prepares to enter fully into the 

world using the new technologies that increase 

every day in its development. I mentioned that 

there are many challenges that we face; 

impossible to detail here. It is better to think 

positively and say that we predict that our 

Organization of Nematologists of the 

American Tropics, with its properly trained 

nematologists, has the power to enter these 

technologies and live for an additional 50 

years, helping the world in the development of 

a modern agriculture with new and abundant 

harvests to feed the great increase in the 

human population that is coming right now. 

 Thank you very much to all. We are 

extremely proud that this anniversary of the 50 

years of the ONTA is celebrated where 

everything began: PUERTO RICO (Fig. 17). 

 

 
Fig. 17. ONTA 50th anniversary cake 

 

To conclude the highlights we would 

like to give a big thank you, on behalf of 

ONTA, to the following colleagues and 

committees for organizing such a memorable 

meeting:  

 

Roberto Vargas Ayala (Chairman 

Organizing Committee), Marisol Dávila and 

Deborah Neher (Scientific Committee). Drs 

Marisol Dávila and Deborah Neher compiled, 

corrected and organized the abstract sessions. 

Dr Roberto Vargas and Dr Jessé Román 
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prepared the technical program and the 

Historical Reviews of the Organization of 

Nematologists of Tropical America (ONTA).  

 

 

Scientific Posters: Luis E. Collazo. 

 

Registration Committee: Casiani Soto, 

Mayra Cathme, Andrea Paulina Ceballos, 

Caleb Santiago, Laura Vásquez, Roberto J. 

Vargas, Yanira Miranda. 

 

Hospitality and Tours Committee: Evelyn 

Rosa and Mildred Cortés. 

 

Transportation Personnel: Fátima Ortiz 

 

Technical Field Trips: Víctor M. González 

Rosa and Astrid M. Brau. 

 

Clerical Personnel: Evelyn Roselló, Gloria 

Aguilar, Floripe Cancel, Norma García. 

 

Accompanying persons support Committee: 

Jaylene Reyes Vélez and Jennifer Rivera San 

Antonio. 

 

Sponsors 

Universidad de Puerto Rico – Mayagüez, 

Universidad de Puerto Rico-Utuado, 

Bioprocess Development and Training 

Complex Corporation, Municipio Autónomo 

de Mayagüez, Estación Experimental 

Agrícola, Amvac Chemical Co., Superior-

Agron LLC, Bananera Fabre, Sábana Grande. 

  



VOL 47 ISSUE 2 
 

13 
 

MINUTES 

 

ONTA Business Meeting, July 11, 2017, 

Mayagüez, Puerto Rico 

 

ONTA’s general business meeting was held at 

4:50 PM, July 11, 2017, at the Bioprocess 

Development and Training Complex in 

Mayagüez, Puerto Rico. It was an informal 

meeting directed by ONTA President Ignacio 

Cid del Prado Vera. 

Ignacio introduced the newly elected 

Vice-Presidents to the group: Ed McGawley 

2017 and Martín Delgado 2018. 

Martín, who in representation of the 

Chair of the Local Arrangements Committee 

(Alberto Anculle), for ONTA’s 2018 meeting 

in Arequipa, Peru, provided an update and 

overview for that meeting. 

Ignacio emphasized the importance of 

ONTA’s role in teaching and training in Latin 

America. He suggested ONTA be actively 

involved in these activities and would like the 

organization to have an Education Committee 

for considering training and teaching 

initiatives. 

Julia Meredith stated that 

membership dues as well as donations to 

ONTA Foundation were still being received. 

She urged members to pay at the meeting and 

update their email addresses. 

The matter of ONTA’s flag was still 

pending from last year’s meeting. Ignacio 

displayed a handmade needle-point flag with 

ONTA’s emblem in vivid colors to the group. 

Members were impressed by the great artistry, 

beauty and fine craftsmanship, made by a 

Mexican artisan. There was some discussion 

about possible minor changes in the future. 

However, members moved to accept the 

version presented, and voted their approval. 

Any recommendation for change can be 

submitted to the Executive Committee for 

consideration. The flag was then displayed on 

its appropriate staff. The flag is kept by the 

ONTA President who has the responsibility of 

presenting it to the in-coming President at the 

end of each meeting.  

Two proposals were submitted for 

hosting ONTA’s 2019 scientific meeting. One 

of the proposals was offered by Mayra 

Rodríguez for Cuba. The other proposal was 

from Costa Rica. Members voted to celebrate 

the 2019 meeting in Costa Rica. Fabio 

Chaverri will chair the Local Arrangements 

Committee, and Alejandro Esquivel and 

Mario Araya offered their support for this 

endeavor. 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:30 

PM to allow members to attend the evening 

program. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Julia Meredith 

Acting Secretary 

 

Reports of the Executive Committee 

Members of ONTA  

 

ONTA President 

 

Dear Executive Committee Members, 

 

Since the beginning of my mandate as 

a President I had communication with some 

members of the Committee in relation with the 

followings topics:  

I tried to establish communication 

with the former ONTA Secretary, Dr Paola 

Lax. However, she sent her resignation in May 

4, 2017. We thank her for her dedication 

through 9 years of service to the organization. 

In July 13, 2016 Alejandro Esquivel 

sent me the information that Dr Deborah 

Neher was elected as Vice-president for the 

2017 period. 

In August 27, 2016 I received a 

communication from Javier Franco, where he 

informed me M.Sc. Alberto Anculle accepting 

to be the coordinator of the Annual Meeting of 

ONTA in 2018, with the support of other 

authorities of the University of Arequipa, in 

the ‘White’ city of Arequipa. 

In October 16, I received the official 

acceptation letter to hold the Annual Meeting 
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of ONTA in 2018, in the National Agronomy 

University San Agustin de Arequipa, Peru by 

Mateo Pocco Pinto Dean of this University.  

From September 2016 until June 2017, 

I had continual communications with Roberto 

Vargas and Deborah Neher, in relation to the 

organization of our meeting in Mayagüez, 

Puerto Rico. 

In Montreal I received an ONTA flag 

from Dr Gregory L. Noel, and I sent a picture 

of it to the members of this Committee, the 

opinions were variable. I commissioned a new 

flag which I will present during our business 

meeting in Puerto Rico for its approval. 

In December 7, 2016, I received the 

communication of Dr Terry Kirkpatrick, about 

his end of his term as Editor in Chief of 

Nematropica that month and Dr Brent Sipes, 

from the University of Hawaii will be the next 

ONTA Editor in Chief. 

Johan Desaeger, informed the 

Executive Committee (EC) members his 

disposition to continue as Sustaining Member 

Coordinator for ONTA. 

In February 2, 2017 Dr Charles 

Overstreet, Chairman of the ONTA 

Foundation, offered US$ 4000.00 to cover the 

travel awards and the student best poster 

competition. 

Dr Nahum Marbán accepted my 

invitation to continue as a Chairman of Honors 

and Awards Committee, and in April 5, 2017, 

he sent to all EC members, the Nominations 

list for the 2017 ONTA awards to be presented 

in Puerto Rico. 

During June, 2017, I had some 

meetings with people from Bayer of Mexico in 

order that they could give a donation of US$ 

1,000.00 towards the Rodrigo Rodríguez-

Kábana Best Poster Student Competition, they 

request specific data from the treasurer, to 

complete the deposit. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Ignacio Cid del Prado Vera 

ONTA President 

 

ONTA Vice-President  

 

Dear Colleagues: 

 

As Vice President (VP), I served as Program 

chair for the meeting and worked closely with 

the Local Arrangements Committee to develop 

the scientific program and schedule for the 

annual meeting and 50
th

 anniversary meeting 

at the University of Puerto Rico, Mayaguez 

Campus on 10-15 July 2017.  

Upon taking office, it took nearly 6 

months to establish the division of labor for 

the 2017 meeting. Delays were a result of 

miscommunication on the division of roles by 

the ONTA VP and Local Arrangements.  As 

VP, I explored options to automate abstract 

submission and program development. The 

most cost-effective product was Ex Ordo 

(www.exordo.com), at a cost of US$1,150.00 

essentials, up to 100 abstracts. Their server 

handles abstracts, registration fees and 

compilation of a program booklet, tallies of 

customized categories like student papers, and 

automated emails).  Alternatively, the Local 

Arrangements Committee accepted 

responsibility for managing the flow of emails 

for more manual submission and coordination.  

Registration and a call for abstracts became 

available in early February 2017. Travel 

information was distributed to the membership 

on 24 March 2017. The original 21 April 2017 

deadline was extended one week to allow for 

more submissions. Earlier planning and 

regular communication with the members 

should be a goal for the 2018 meeting. It 

would be helpful for a final program to be 

circulated to the attendees at least one month 

prior to the meeting to assist in travel 

arrangements.  There were many one-on-one 

emails with letters of acceptance, inquiries 

about transportation needs, and scheduling that 

could be stream-lined to save time. 

I personally organized the symposium 

Biogeography of Nematodes to include 3 

speakers, Deborah Neher, Thomas O. Powers, 

and Natsumi Kanzaki. I also assisted in 

inviting speakers to a symposium on 

http://www.exordo.com/
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Plantain/Banana (P. Quénéhervé) and 

Seedborne Diseases (L. Favoreto).  One of the 

main limitations of participation as an invited 

speaker is the inability to provide any financial 

support to speakers.  Several invitees declined 

invitations because of this reason.  

As Chair of the Resolutions 

Committee, I express a special thanks to 

Roberto Vargas and Marisol Dávila-Negrón. 

Roberto chaired the Local Arrangements 

Committee and Marisol oversaw the 

development of the Program booklet. 

At special request of Julia Meredith, I 

established an updated listserv for members of 

ONTA. From my experience, many email 

addresses would bounce back when sent en 

mass, especially to Mexico, Argentina and 

Brazil. Email addresses that were consistently 

problematic were: inta.gov.ar, embrapa.br, 

enesp.br, colpos.mx, and correo.inta.gov.ar. 

At the request of the President, I 

established an electronic ballot system for the 

election of Vice President. The system yielded 

99 votes and was reported to be rather 

seamless by users. This request was in lieu of a 

functioning secretary. 

I thank all EC members for their hard 

work and commitment to our organization 

during 2017. I extend special thanks to Renato 

Inserra, Julia Meredith, Janete Brito, Larry 

Duncan, and Rosa Manzanilla-López for 

their responding to my many questions, 

supporting my ideas, and patience as I learned 

the operations and history of the organization.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Deborah Neher 

ONTA Vice President 

 

Nematropica Editor in Chief 

 

During 2016, we received 65 new 

submissions.  By comparison, we received 69 

manuscripts during the 2015 calendar year.  

Our June, 2016 issue of Nematropica 

contained 15 papers (10 English; 5 

Portuguese).  The December issue contained 

16 papers (9 English; 6 Portuguese). 

Our rejection rate for manuscripts is running 

about 23%.  This figure includes both 

manuscripts that were rejected based on 

reviewer recommendations and a few that 

were simply never accepted for review 

because none of the authors were (or were 

willing to become) members of ONTA. 

Thanks to all the Nematropica Senior and 

Associate editors as well as the Executive 

Committee for all your help and support 

during my term as EIC. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Terry Kirkpatrick, EIC - Nematropica 

 

ONTA Newsletter Editor 

 

Two issues of the ONTA Newsletter [Vol. 46 

(2) and Vol. 47 (1)] were prepared and posted 

on the ONTA website 

(http://www.ontaweb.org) for access by 

ONTA members. 

 

Volumes 46 (2) and 47 (1) were posted in 

December (2016) and May (2017), 

respectively. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Rosa H. Manzanilla-López 

 

 

ONTA Foundation 

 

Rodrigo Rodríguez-Kábana ONTA Student 

Best Poster Competition 

 

The winners of the poster competition 

sponsored by the ONTA Foundation were 

Felipe Godoy (first price, Fig. 18), presently a 

postgraduate of University of Louisiana 

(LSU), Baton Rouge, USA who presented the 

poster “Host status of selected rice cultivars to 

Aphelenchoides besseyi in Louisiana”. 

Clemen de Oliveira (second price, Fig. 19), 
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postgraduate student at Federal University of 

Viçosa (UFV), presented the poster “The 

potential of two biological agents in 

suppression of Pratylenchus brachyurus 

population from central Brazil, in soybean”. 

He also won one of the “ONTA travel grant”.  

The third prices went to William Have, 

University of Florida, Lake Alfred, FL, USA – 

PhD student (Fig. 20). 

 

Kindly submitted by Janete Brito 

 

 

Fig. 18. Felipe Godoy in front of his poster 

 

Fig. 19. From left to right: Clemen de 

Oliveira, Drs Deborah Neher, Janete Brito, 

Carolina Esther C. Saveedra, and Charles 

Overstreet. Pictures courtesy of J. Brito 

 

 
Fig. 20. Charles Overstreet and William Have 

 

 

 

Chair of the Nominations Committee  

 

Dear Executive Committee Members, 

 

As Chair of the ONTA Nomination Committee 

I am very pleased to report that Ed McGawley 

and Martín A. Delgado Junchaya accepted the 

nomination to be in the ballot for the Vice-

Presidency election. On behalf of the 

Nomination Committee, I would like to thank 

and praise Ed and Martín for their enthusiastic 

commitment to participate in the ONTA Vice-

presidency election for 2017. 

 

I would like to thank all EC members 

for their hard work and commitment to our 

organization during 2017. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Rosa H. Manzanilla-López 

 

Chair of the Honors and Awards 

Committee 

 

As ONTA Chair of the Honors and Awards 

Committee 2016-2017 I asked each 

member for candidates for categories 

officially recognized or some other, in case 

justified. About 4 months late I proposed, 

on behalf the Committee, to our Executive 

Committee the approval of the following 

recipients: Appreciation Award (Cathy 

Howard and Johan Desaeger), Special 

Recognition Award (Simon R. Gowen, 

Alejandro Esquivel Hernández, Patrick 

Quénéhervé, Jim R. Rich, and Roberto 

Vargas Ayala. Past President Award 

(Ignacio Cid Del Prado Vera), Special 

Citation of Recognition and Appreciation 

(Alejandro Ayala and Jessé Román; ONTA 

Founding Fathers) (Fig. 21). 

 

Regards, 

 

Nahum Marbán-Méndoza 
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Fig. 21. ONTA awardees. Top row (from left to right): Joan Desaeger, Appreciation award (left); 

Alejandro Esquivel, Special Recognition Award (right). Mid row: Patrick Quénéhervé, Special 

Recognition Award (left); Award Roberto Vargas, Special Recognition award accompanied by his 

team and Deb Neher. Bottom row (from left to right): Alejandro Ayala, Jessé Román, Special 

Citation of Recognition and Appreciation award. Roberto Vargas’ family (right). The awards were 

presented by Nahum Marbán (Chair of the Honors and Awards Committee) and Ignacio Cid del 

Prado (ONTA President)  
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BUSINESS MANAGER REPORT  

(May 2015 – June 2016) 

 

Total formatting charges for NEMATROPICA (2015) Vol. 45, No. 1 amounted to US $1,710.00.  

Fifteen manuscripts and one obituary were published in this issue. The cost for formatting each 

submitted article was US $100.00. The total cost for the articles published (manuscripts) in this issue 

amounted to US $1,500.00.  

The other cost amounted to US $210.00 (US $1,710.00 – US $1,500.00) reflects the expenses 

for formatting one obituary, Table of Content, and front cover edits.  

Total formatting charges for NEMATROPICA (2015) Vol. 45, No. 2 amounted to US 

$2,160.00. Seventy articles and the abstracts of the XLVII ONTA Annual meeting, 18-22 May, 2015, 

Varadero, Cuba were published in this issue. The cost for formatting each submitted article was US 

$100.00. The total cost for the articles published (manuscripts) in this issue amounted to US 

$1,700.00.  

The other cost amounted to US $460.00 ($2,160.00-$1,700.00) reflects the expenses for 

formatting and edits to abstracts of the XLVII ONTA Annual meeting, 2016, Varadero, Cuba (US 

$450.00; US $25.00h/hour), formatting and edits of the Table of Contents and front and inside cover 

for Nematropica.  

The total costs of NEMATROPICA (2015) Vol. 45, Nos. 1 & 2 amounted US $3,870.00 (1, 

710.00 + $2,160.00).  

Total formatting charges for NEMATROPICA (2016) Vol. 46, No. 1 amounted to US $1, 

270.00.  Fifteen manuscripts were published in this issue. The cost for formatting each submitted 

article was US $100.00. The total cost for the articles published (manuscripts) in this issue amounted 

to US $1,200.00.  

Total formatting charges for NEMATROPICA (2016) Vol. 45, No. 2 amounted to US 

$1,760.00. Sixteen articles were published in this issue. The cost for formatting each submitted article 

was US $100.00. The total cost for the articles published (manuscripts) in this issue amounted to US 

$1,600.00.  

The other cost amounted to US $160.00 (US $1,760.00 – US $1,600.00) reflects the expenses 

for formatting Table of Content and front and inside cover for Nematropica.  

The total costs of NEMATROPICA (2016) Vol. 46, Nos. 1 & 2 amounted US $3,030 (US $1,270.00 

+ US $1,760.00).  

The formatting charges up to June 23, 2017 for NEMATROPICA (2017) Vol. 47, No. 1 

amounted to US $ 140.00. 

The Business manager received a gift of US $1,000.00 made by an individual to the ONTA 

Foundation. Additionally, a donation of US $5,000.00 from DuPont Corp. (platinum member) donor 

and US $500.00 from Syngenta Corp. were received concerning their Sustaining memberships’ 

annual dues.  We are greatly appreciated for their continuing support. 

Should any ONTA member or contributor have any questions, comments or suggestions, 

please don’t hesitate to contact me.  

 

Respectfully submitted,  

 

Dr. Janete A. Brito 

Business Manager, Nematropica – ONTA 
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Renato Inserra, ONTA Treasurer 

ONTA Financial Report 

 

BALANCE US dollars ($) 

Previous Year, 2015-2016 $34,777.03 

 

DEPOSITS RECEIVED USA dollars ($) 

Members dues 2,785.95 

Sustaining members dues:  

BAYER (10/4/16) 500.00 

BAYER (4/25/17) 500.00 

DUPONT (3/23/17) 5,000.00 

PIONEER DUPONT (5/5/17) 1,000.00 

Syngenta (7/31/16) 570.00 

Syngenta (2/17/17) 500.00 

Donation for ONTA Foundation 90.00 

Total $10,945.95 

 

EXPENSES INCURRED US dollars ($) 

VISA fees 903.35 

Nematropica  

Vol. 46(1) 2016, Edits (partial) 70.00 

Vol. 46(2) 2015, Edits 1,670.00 

Vol. 47(1) 2016, Edits (partial) 140.00 

Incorporation fees 2017 61.25 

Award plaques Canada 2016  15.00 

Transport plaques Canada 25.34 

Host Gator fees (ONTA Website) 147.74 

File for ONTA + Fundation documents 43.13 

Secretarial work for recording ONTA membership data 50.00 

Bank charge for returned check 52.00 

Ceremony booklet (Partial) 50.00 

Cost commemorative Tee shirts (Puerto Rico) 1,358.75 

Registration fees for invited guests (s Favoreto, Wiles, Román, Ayala) 1,050.00 

Transfer to ONTA Fundation 90.00 

Total $5,727.16 

 

BALANCE June 24, 2017 $39,995.82* 

*Note: $39,995.82 includes $10,033.40 kept as emergency reserve 

funds. 

Difference reflects $5,218.79 increase over last year’s funds. 
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From the ONTA President 

 

The July meeting in 

Puerto Rico was 

special given its 

historical roots. Just 

three short months 

later, the island was 

hit full force by a 

succession of two 

hurricanes bringing 

much destruction. 

Our thoughts are with all of you affected by 

the powerful series of hurricanes hitting the 

Caribbean and Gulf regions this year.  

Serving as your president has been an 

honor and humbling.  Thank you for being 

patient with the delayed publication of the 

June 2017 issue of Nematropica.  Transitions 

can be bumpy sometimes, but many people 

pitched in to ensure success.  We currently 

have a vacancy in the Secretary position for 

society.  I hope that we can fill that void in the 

near future.  

It has been heart-warming to be on the 

receiving end of much congeniality and 

support for you as society members. For 

example, a multitude of program suggestions 

have arrived for the 2018 scientific meeting 

Arequipa, Peru. Note the official date is 

Sunday to Thursday (19-23 August) followed 

by excursion options on Friday and Saturday 

(August 24-25), including Machu Picchu and 

Titicaca Lake. Vice President Ed McGawley 

will be coordinating the program in 

collaboration with the local arrangements 

committee that includes Alberto Anculle, 

Javier Franco Ponce, and Martín Delgado 

Junchaya. 

For those of you who are planners, 

note that our 2019 meeting will be in Costa 

Rica. The local arrangements committee in 

Costa Rica will be chaired by Fabio Chaverri 

with assistance from Walter Peraza and 

Alejandro Esquivel from UNA (Universidad 

Nacional de Costa Rica). 

 

Sincerely yours,  

 

Deborah (Deb) Neher 

ONTA President (Fig. 22) 

 

ONTA New Vice-President 

 

This year the Executive Committee agreed to approve changes to the VP election process in order to 

take on board the expertise, dedication and willingness of both running VP candidates (Figs 23 and 

24). Dr Ed McGawley, the front runner of the 2017 election, is our new ONTA Vice-President, and he 

will be succeeded next year (2018) in Arequipa by Dr Martín A. Delgado J. Congratulations to both of 

them! 

 

  
Fig. 23. Ed McGawley – ONTA Vice-President 

2017 
Fig. 24. Martín Augusto Delgado Junchaya –

ONTA next Vice-President 2018 

 

 
 

Fig. 22. Deb Neher 

ONTA OFFICERS FACING NEW 

DUTIES 
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In memoriam 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig. 25. Nélida Murga Gutiérrez 

 

Santos Nélida Murga Gutiérrez (Fig. 25) was 

born in Chocope, Ascope, La Libertad (Peru) 

on November 2, 1955. She graduated as a 

Bachelor of Biological Sciences in 1979 and 

graduated as Biologist Microbiologist in 1980 

at the National University of Trujillo, Peru. In 

July 1993 she graduated as an MSc / DEA at 

the Université Catholique de Louvain. 

Louvain-La-Neuve, Belgium. In 2004 she 

obtained a Diploma in Epidemiology at the 

Ricardo Palma University (Lima, Peru). In 

2010 she graduated as Doctor of Biomedical 

Sciences at the National University of Trujillo 

and from 2013-2014 she completed a second 

specialization in Educational Technology at 

the National University of Trujillo. 

 Her academic and research work 

was carried out in the Department of 

Microbiology and Parasitology of the Faculty 

of Biological Sciences of the National 

University of Trujillo. She was a Senior 

Lecturer in Exclusive Dedication and, at the 

undergraduate level, she taught courses in 

Epidemiology, Parasitic Helminthology, 

Parasitic Protozoology, Immunology, 

Microbiology, Scientific Research. At the 

postgraduate level, since 1997, she offered 

courses in Epidemiology, Clinical 

Parasitology, Clinical Mycology, Modern 

Parasitological Techniques, Parasitic 

Physiology, Select Topics in Parasitology; and 

since 2012, she also taught courses in 

Veterinary Immunology, Veterinary 

Epidemiology and Methodology of Scientific 

Research. In the High (Superior) School of 

Civil Defence of the National University 

Trujillo, she offered the course of 

Epidemiology and investigation in disasters 

(1999, 2000, 2002). In 1998, she was invited 

as a Professor in the Public Health Master 

taught at the Postgraduate School of the 

National University of the Peruvian Amazon, 

Iquitos, Peru, offering the basic Epidemiology 

course. 

 During her productive career Nélida 

received recognition for having obtained in 

2014 the 4th place in the UNT Investigative 

Contest with presence in ISI magazine (4th 

place), winner of the bilateral project 

CONCYTEC-Peru and CNR-Italy (2009-

2011): Modelling of rhizosphere antagonists 

against plant parasitic nematodes. She received 

institutional recognition from the College of 

Biologists of Peru, Regional Council IV La 

Libertad. (November, 2012) and the 

distinction in First Degree "Antonio 

Samanamud Romero" of the National 

University of Trujillo, Faculty of Biological 

Sciences in November 2010. 

 In addition to Spanish, Nélida spoke 

and wrote English, French and studied the 

basic levels of Portuguese and Japanese. 

 During her academic carrier Nélida 

participated as speaker in numerous events and 

conferences, and together with Custodio 

Villanueva M, Nélida is the author of the 

Manual of Animal Parasitology Practices 

(Huancayo: Industrial Graphic Edition EIRL; 

2010. ISBN: 978-612-00-0416-6). She was 

also the author of more than a dozen scientific 

publications in international journals of her 

specialty. She was an active member of the 

following academic and scientific 

organizations: College of Biologists of Peru, 

ONTA MEMBERS NEWS 
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Organization of Nematologists of the 

American Tropics, Peruvian and Latin 

American Association of Phytopathology, 

Peruvian Association of Nematology, 

Association of Parasitologists of Peru, 

Peruvian Association of Helminthology and 

Related Invertebrates and Peruvian 

Association of Microbiology. 

 Nélida died in the city of Trujillo, 

Peru on January 31, 2017, leaving a deep 

sorrow in the academic and scientific 

community of Peru. 

 

Trujillo, November 19, 2017. 

Martín A. Delgado Junchaya 

 

 

In memoriam 

 

 
Fig. 26. Elena Dagnino 

Dagnino  

 

Elena Dagnino emeritus senior nematologist 

(Fig. 26) at the Institute of Agriculture and 

Husbandry Services, Santiago, Chile passed 

away on October 27, 2017. Elena was born on 

December 28, 1939, in the hamlet of San 

Bernardo, a beautiful locality in Santiago. She 

was the eldest of four siblings and grew up in a 

family involved in agronomic activities. Her 

grandfather was an agronomist and her father, 

also an agronomist, was director of the 

Agronomy College of the University of Chile 

for 18 years. 

Elena completed high school in the 

School of German Nuns in San Bernardo. 

Soon after, she enrolled in the Department of 

Agricultural Science, University of Chile and 

earned a degree in Agronomy in 1964. During 

her college years she was one of the few ladies 

studying Agricultural Science.  Her thesis 

dealt with the management of beetle parasites 

of beans using fumigation treatments. After 

her graduation, she obtained a position in the 

Department of Plant Protection, Ministry of 

Agriculture. Subsequently, she was appointed 

as training coordinator of new professionals 

hired in the new Institute of Agriculture and 

Husbandry Services (SAG) established by the 

Government of Chile in 1967.  In that period, 

the golden nematode (Globodera 

rostochiensis) was detected for the first time in 

Chile. The nematode presumably arrived with 

potato tubers imported from Europe. The 

finding of this potato cyst nematode prompted 

the Ministry of Agriculture to provide Elena 

with a sabbatical leave to be spent in 

Wageningen, The Netherlands and Munster, 

Germany for acquiring training and skill in 

identification, biology and management of this 

serious nematode parasite of potato. Her 

nematological experience in Europe allowed 

Elena to establish the first Nematological 

Laboratory in the SAG. Other nematological 

subunits were established subsequently in 

other regions of the country to monitor potato 

cyst nematodes and other nematodes in potato 

growing areas of the country. Elena was 

appointed director of the Nematological 

Laboratory, a position that she held until her 

retirement in the year 2000. 

Her work experience in Europe 

promoted Elena’s passion for international 

studies and cooperation with international 

nematologists. She visited many 

Nematological Research Centers in Europe 

and the United States to acquire new 

knowledge and advanced techniques for 

nematode identification. Elena was an active 

member of ONTA, attending meetings and 

workshops on regulatory nematology and 

phytosanitary issues. She organized with the 

cooperation of Adelina Valenzuela the XIX 
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Meeting of ONTA in Santiago, Chile. She was 

elected ONTA Vice-president in 1998 and 

became President in 1999. After her retirement 

she remained involved in nematological 

activities especially during the XXXVII and 

XLV ONTA meetings held in Viña del Mar, 

Chile in 2005 and La Serena (Coquimbo), 

Chile in 2013, respectively.   

Elena devoted time and energy in 

promoting the National Society of Agriculture 

in Chile. She served on many committees of 

this society and also on its Executive 

Committee.  Despite the fact that 

phytosanitary and nematode diagnostic issues 

at SAG took most of her working time, Elena 

was able to prepare research papers in refereed 

journals and extension articles dealing with 

phytosanitary issues.  She co-authored with 

Juan Carlos Magunacelaya Rumié a book on 

nematode parasites of agricultural crops in 

Chile. The book titled “Agricultural 

Nematology in Chile” was published in 1999.  

Elena enjoyed activities and hobbies outside 

her work. She was involved in production of 

prickly pears for export and also in rearing 

colonies of honey bees. She was very attached 

to her family and especially to her nephews 

and nieces whom she motivated and guided. 

Elena is survived by her two sisters Ana Maria 

and Cecilia Dagnino.  

Elena was a pleasant and amiable 

person with a graceful and outgoing 

personality.  She will be deeply missed by all 

of us.  

This tribute was prepared by the 

Chilean Nematologists Ingrid Moreno 

Lehuedé, Ana Maria Parraguez Kawada, Juan 

Carlos Magunacelaya Rumié and Erwin 

Aballay who all had the privilege of enjoying 

Elena’s scientific knowledge and friendship. 
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Fig. 27. Virginia Rogers 

Ferris 

 

Nematologist Virginia R. Ferris (Fig. 27) 

passed away Sunday, August 13, 2017 

following a short illness.  She was a full 

professor in the Department of Entomology at 

Purdue University, USA.  She was born in 

Abilene, Kansas, received a B.A. degree in 

botany in 1949 from Wellesley College, and 

her Ph.D. from Cornell University in 1954. 

Following graduation, she was an Assistant 

Professor at Cornell. She was one of the 

world’s foremost experts on the soybean cyst 

nematode when Purdue University hired her in 

1965 as an Assistant Professor.  She advanced 

to Associate Professor in 1970 and to 

Professor in the Department of Entomology in 

1974. Dr Ferris received many awards in 

recognition of her outstanding academic 

achievements.  

Dr Ferris’ early research and teaching 

were focused on systematics and ecology of 

soil and freshwater nematodes, with early 

publications on quantification and analysis of 

whole ecosystems of nematodes in diverse 

habitats. Eventually, her research shifted to 

plant-parasitic nematodes of particular interest 

to mid-west agriculture of the USA; her later 

projects centred around the systematics of cyst 

nematodes, plus a study of soybean resistance 

genes to soybean cyst nematode (SCN). Her 

research received consistent and strong 

funding from NSF, USDA-NRI, EPA, and 

commodity groups, and her many publications 

include journal articles, abstracts, book 

chapters, reviews and a patent. 

Virginia was a founding member of 

the Society of Nematologists (SON), USA, 

which she served in many capacities 

throughout her career. In recognition of her 

many contributions to SON and to the 

advancement of nematology, Dr Ferris was 

elected Fellow of the Society of Nematologists 

(1985) and later chosen as an Honorary 

Member (2001). She was elected Fellow of the 

European Society of Nematologists (2002). 

She was a member of several other scientific 

societies, including The American 

Phytopathological Society, Organization of 

Nematologists of Tropical America, and the 

Helminthological Society of Washington.  

Dr Ferris was passionate about not 

only her scientific pursuits, but also mentoring 

young people.  She is survived by two 

children, Jeffrey A. Ferris of Temecula 

California, and Susan Ferris Wyderko, of 

Rockville Maryland as well as three 

grandchildren, Jennifer Wyderko Gannon, 

Thomas John Wyderko, and James Joseph 

Wyderko.  

 

Andrea Skantar 

 

Research Molecular Biologist 

USDA-ARS  

 

Article based on one published in Nematology. 
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In memoriam 

 

 
Fig. 28. Mohammad 

Rafiq Siddiqi  

 
 

Dr Mohammad Rafiq Siddiqi (Fig. 28), “one 

of the most influential and cited nematode 

taxonomists in the history of the discipline” 

and a researcher, thinker, teacher and family 

man, passed away peacefully on 25 August 

2017 after a short illness. He was 83 years old. 

He was also my dear Papa. My 

siblings and I grew up in a household where 

Nematology was always going to be part of 

our life because my father lived and breathed 

it. My father’s momentous output of work on 

the taxonomy and morphology of plant-

parasitic and free-living nematodes has already 

secured him a lofty place in the history books 

of Nematology. Dr Siddiqi’s magnum opus is 

Tylenchida parasites of plants and insects, the 

first edition of this 850 pages long tome came 

out in 1986 (Siddiqi, 1986) and was followed 

by a revision in 2000 (Siddiqi, 2000).  

His extraordinary attention to detail 

and an exceptional ability at detecting 

evolutionary relationships led to his bold and 

challenging hypotheses on the evolution and 

classification of nematodes. Years later, many 

of these proposals have been validated by 

molecular phylogenetic studies and “in many 

ways his unique insights were well ahead of 

his peers” (J.G. Baldwin and P. De Ley, USA).  

My father was born at Tarahuan 

village, Karwi, Uttar Pradesh, India on 6 May 

1934. He was the sixth son of a family of 

seven sons and a daughter. The four older 

Siddiqi brothers helped fund the higher 

education of their three younger siblings who 

all went into academia. My father repaid this 

debt by coming top in the UP State board 

exams and going onto DAV College, Kanpur 

(like his father before him) and graduating 

with a first degree from Agra University. After 

this he went to the famous red-brick Aligarh 

Muslim University (AMU) in UP, winning a 

gold medal for his Zoology M.Sc.  

Around this time, Professor M.A. 

Bashir, the Head of the Zoology Department at 

AMU, had recently established Plant 

Nematology as a distinct discipline for 

postgraduate teaching and research. It was he 

who advised my father to take up this area of 

study. Dr Siddiqi obtained his Ph.D. on the 

studies of plant-parasitic nematodes of Uttar 

Pradesh (North India) in 1960, and named his 

first new nematode, Basiria graminophilia n. 

g., n. sp. (Siddiqi, 1959) after his mentor. This 

was followed by a D.Sc. on plant-parasitic and 

soil nematodes in 1964.  

In 1962, there was a visit to the AMU 

by Dr Freddie Jones and Dr Basil Goodey 

from the Nematology Department, Rothamsted 

Experimental Station (now called Rothamsted 

Research), Harpenden, UK. It was at this 

meeting that Dr Siddiqi was marked out for 

future fame and fortune in a faraway land. 

Short research and training assignments 

followed at the two top nematology centres of 

the time at Wageningen Agricultural 

University, The Netherlands and Rothamsted, 

UK. In 1967, he accepted a 3-year contract as 

Senior Nematologist at the Commonwealth 

Bureau of Helminthology, and the family 

moved to the UK. The Siddiqi family did not 

return to India permanently and ended up 

making England their much-loved home.  

Dr Siddiqi officially retired as 

Principal Nematologist in 1994. He continued 

as part-time Emeritus Researcher at the CAB 

International Institute of Parasitology and 

continued to use the facilities until IIP closed 

in 1998, when it was merged with the other 

CAB Institutes to form CABI Bioscience in 

Egham. His career came full circle when he 
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was also consulting taxonomist at Rothamsted 

from 1994-2004.  

Dr Siddiqi initiated the formation of 

the Afro-Asian Society of Nematologists 

(AASN) during a meeting at the 1990 

Nematology Congress held at Veldhoven, The 

Netherlands. In 1991, Dr Siddiqi began 

publishing an independent nematology journal 

called the Afro-Asian Journal of Nematology 

(AAJN), known since 1997 as the 

International Journal of Nematology (IJN). 

Over the years, Dr Siddiqi had been active in 

the international promotion of nematological 

research, serving on journal editorial boards, 

chairing conference sessions, being involved 

in research and training courses in all 

continents, and contributing to radio and 

television programs on science. For several 

years he taught a module on the identification 

of plant-parasitic nematodes for a postgraduate 

diploma course on Nematology held at 

Imperial College, London, as well as at the 

biannual plant-parasitic nematode 

identification and training course at IIP, St. 

Albans. He was elected Fellow of the Institute 

of Biology in 1982 and Fellow of the Linnean 

Society of London in 1984. In his sunset years, 

Dr Siddiqi continued studying and learning 

with the same rigor and dedication as in his 

early years.  

A bag of soil from Dorset, UK, was 

waiting for my father on the day he was taken 

into hospital after an acute infection and fall at 

home. Whenever anyone went on holiday his 

only request for a souvenir was for a fresh bag 

of soil or a vial full of nematode species. His 

mind was young and active as ever but various 

ailments had weakened his body. My father 

passed away in the early hours of 25 August 

2017. He was surrounded by his six children, 

nine grandchildren, a nephew (Imran) and two 

of his sons-in-law. He is also survived by his 

brothers, Haleem and Farooq. 

 

A Fitting and most Distinguished ending to a 

Life most definitely  

Cherished and Lived to the Full. 

 

Safia Fatima Siddiqi-Hibbert 

eldest daughter of a much-loved Papa 
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CUBA (Mayra Rodríguez) 

 

Course and workshop: Preparation and 

Publication of the scientific paper 

 

A course-workshop on the preparation of the 

scientific paper, peer review and publication 

process was held for the third consecutive year 

at the National Centre of Phytosanitation and 

Husbandry (Centro Nacional de Sanidad 

Agropecuaria, CENSA) in Mayabeque Cuba 

from July 17-20, 2017. Eighteen delegates and 

students not only from agriculture-related 

professions, different Cuban Institutions of 

higher education, sugar industry (AZCUBA) 

but also from the Public Health Ministry 

attended the course. This time we also had one 

delegate from Costa Rica and another from 

Angola attending the course (Fig. 29).  

The course was locally organized and 

coordinated by Dr Mayra Rodríguez-

Hernández, Editor-in-Chief of Revista de 

Protección Vegetal (Journal of Crop 

Protection). Lectures, exercises and ‘hands on’ 

application to delegates own papers were in 

charge of Mayra, and Dr Rosa H. Manzanilla-

López.  

The course counted with the personal 

contribution and effort of the teachers to 

support the editorial work and publication in 

scientific journals related with crop protection, 

phytopathology, and nematology in Cuba. The 

course was considered by the delegates as very 

useful and high level of expertise. 

 

 
Fig. 29. Students with Rosa and Mayra at CENSA 
 

 

 

Mexico (Alejandro Tovar and Ángel Ramírez) 

 

 

Pre-conference Course "Diagnostics and 

Management of Plant Parasitic Nematodes 

in Tropical Crops"  

Mexican Plant Pathology Society Congress 

2017 

 

The pre-conference course was held at INIFAP 

Campo Experimental Centro, Chiapas 

(Mexico) on July 15 and 16 as part of the 

activities of the XIX International Congress 

and XLIV National Congress of the Mexican 

Society of Phytopathology (SMF).  As in 

previous years, the course was well attended, 

thus demonstrating the interest in "Plant-

parasitic Nematodes of Tropical Crops". It is 

gratifying to inform that this course was well 

attended with more than 20 participants, 

among them undergraduate and graduate 

students, as well as professors from several 

higher education institutions such as the 

Autonomous University of Chapingo (Campus 

Teapa and Tapachula), National Polytechnic 

Institute (Ceprobi-IPN), Veracruzana 

University, Agrarian Autonomous University 

Antonio Narro, the South Border College 

(ECOSUR); the course had also the 

participation of representatives from the 

Mexican systems of diagnostic laboratories 

(‘signatories’) and private initiative (Fig. 30). 

Invited speakers addressed issues of 

great interest which included: Importance of 

ONTA MEMBERS NEWS (CONT.) 
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plant-parasitic nematodes (PPN) in tropical 

agriculture, PPN species current taxonomic 

status, and the use of morphological 

characters, enzymatic and molecular tools in 

PPN diagnosis. The practical sessions dealt 

with DNA total extraction for diagnosis, and 

classic taxonomic identification of the main 

Meloidogyne species occurring in tropical 

crops (Fig. 31).  

 

 
Fig. 30. Participants to the course 

 

Several PPN management strategies were 

discussed during the second day, including 

genetic resistance, thermotherapy, the use of 

drains, mulches, plant extracts and nematicide 

products such as Fluopyram. The course 

closed with applied management examples of 

PPN in tropical agroecosystems. We would 

like to thank the SMF organizing committee 

led by Dr Eduardo Raymundo Garrido 

Ramírez of INIFAP Centro Chiapas, and his 

collaborators who gave us support at all times. 

 

 

Fig. 31. Practical molecular techniques 

workshop 

 

 

 

Across the Atlantic 

 

MUSA project and Tenerife meeting 

 

The European Union recently funded the 

H2020 project MUSA, for management of 

Panama disease (Fusarium oxysporum f. sp. 

cubense), nematodes and weevils on banana 

and enset, in Canary Islands, Caribbean and 

Africa.  

The four-years project is coordinated 

by A. Ciancio (IPSP CNR, Bari, Italy) joining 

a Consortium of twelve partners from EU 

(Spain, UK, Belgium), Caribbean (Costa Rica, 

Cuba) and Africa (Nigeria, Kenya, Ethiopia). 

MUSA aims at using microbial consortia and 

banana germplasm, studying the plants 

response to biotic stresses, by screening and 

evaluating in the field some selected lines. The 

project also aims at identifying genes involved 

in plant resistant/succumbent responses and in 

the interactions with beneficial 

microorganisms, such as endophytes and 

biocontrol agents. Communication and 

dissemination activities include farming 

schools, seminars and information 

technologies targeting final users and 

stakeholders.  

The kick-off MUSA meeting was held 

at Tenerife (Canary Islands) in August 2017 

(Figs 32 and 33). The first Annual meeting 

will be and will be organized by Earth 

University in Costa Rica, by August-

September 2018. For more information visit 

https://www.facebook.com/H2020-Project-

MUSA-1735663333397367/ 

 

Kindly submitted by Aurelio Ciancio 

 

https://www.facebook.com/H2020-Project-MUSA-1735663333397367/
https://www.facebook.com/H2020-Project-MUSA-1735663333397367/
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Fig. 32. Tenerife peri-urban banana agriculture  Fig. 33. Participants in the MUSA project  

 

Spain  

 

Inauguration of the street "Doctor Antonio 

Bello Pérez” 

 

Our colleague Javier López Cépero 

(Cooperativa Platanera de Canarias, 

COPLACA) has shared with us the good news 

on another special homage to celebrate and 

remember our great colleague, ONTA 

member, and friend Antonio Bello. 

On Saturday 28 October, the village of 

La Esperanza hosted the inauguration of the 

"Doctor Antonio Bello Pérez" street, in 

recognition of the great researcher from 

Tenerife who died in 2015, and who always 

stood out for his defence of agroecology and 

sustainable rural development. The mayor of 

El Rosario (Escolástico Gil), accompanied by 

Francisco Bello (the honoree’s brother), the 

co-director of the Chair "Antonio Bello" 

(Cátedra Cultural Antonio Bello) [José Luis 

Porcuna], the founder of the international 

organization Via Campesina (Paul Nicholson), 

friends, colleagues, local authorities and 

neighbours, uncovered the plaque of the new 

street’ (Figs 34 and 35). More information at: 

https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=

1901405406787655&id=1409843942610473&

ref=content_filter). 

Antonio and his legacy to agroecology 

and nematology have left a profound mark in 

Tenerife. Every year, some days are dedicated 

to agroecology by the University of La Laguna 

(Tenerife, Spain) in the form of the Chair 

Antonio Bello. The objective of this Chair, 

created in memory of Antonio, is to promote 

research, training, education, awareness and 

exchange of researchers and students in the 

areas of Agroecology and Sustainable Rural 

Development, in the ambit of developed and 

developing countries 

(http://multiversidad.es/la-catedra-cultural-

antonio-bello/). The event is organized by the 

University Chair that bears his name 

(http://multiversidad.es/la-catedra-cultural-

antonio-bello/), in collaboration with the 

Ecological and Sustainable Agriculture 

Foundation (http://multiversidad.es/) and the 

Canarian Institute of Agrarian Research. The 

annual event has been celebrated since 

October 2015, and this year (2017) was held in 

its third edition. 

 

http://multiversidad.es/la-catedra-cultural-antonio-bello/
http://multiversidad.es/la-catedra-cultural-antonio-bello/


VOL 47 ISSUE 2 
 

30 
 

  
 

Fig. 34. From left to right: Paul Nicholson (Vía 

Campesina), José Luis Porcuna (Co-director of Chair 

Antonio Bello), Francisco Bello (Antonio’s brother), 

Escolástico Gil (Mayor of El Rosario), City Council 

Secretary, accompanied by two councillors 

 

Fig. 35. From left to right: Dr Jaizme Vega (Canary 

Institute of Agrarian Research), Carlos Castilla (Head 

of Chair A. Bello), Paul Nicholson, Carlos Juan 

González Gil (farmer of the municipality and 

Agricultural technician), José Luis Porcuna, 

Francisco Bello, Escolástico Gil 

 

 

 

Seventh International Congress of 

Nematology 2020: Continuing a tradition 

we can all support 

 

 

 

The nematology congresses have always been 

universal in scope, gathering scientists from 

countries spanning the tropics, subtropics, and 

temperate regions on both sides of the equator.  

The diverse venues of the past - Canada, 

Netherlands, Guadeloupe, Canary Islands, 

Australia, South Africa – reflect a tradition of 

making these congresses a reunion of the 

entire nematology family.  This kind of special 

‘family’ tradition is reason enough to look 

forward to the next congress in 2020.  But the 

terrific opportunities afforded by the next 

venue and program are also why all of us 

should be sure not only to attend, but to help in 

our various ways to support ICN 2020. 

During 3-8 May 2020 we will gather 

in Juan les Pins – Antibes (Fig. 36) a Riviera 

community long famous for its hospitality, 

charm and affordability.  The local organizers 

and the ESN host society have gone all out and 

are working hard to ensure that the congress 

will provide the best science in a wonderful 

place at a cost that is affordable to everyone 

who wishes to attend.  Early May is the perfect 

time to be on the French Rivera, for the 

weather and to beat the summertime crowds. 

The convention center (Fig. 37) is just 17 km 

from the Nice airport – 20 minutes by bus.  

Juan-Les-Pins has an exceptionally large 

number of hotels at every price range 

including a hostel with 100 beds that will be 

dedicated to the congress.  The convention hall 

is in the city center, with numerous cafes, 

restaurants and hotels within just a few blocks 

and the conference hotel next door.  Cars are 

unnecessary. There are many cultural and 

leisure activities in walking distance for 

accompanying persons/families – major art 

and history museums, medieval 

neighborhoods, beaches, parks, casinos, and 

shopping.  Moreover, Antibes is central to 

other holiday destinations throughout Europe 

for those who want to extend their trip. 

The International Federation of 

Nematology Societies works closely with the 

host society and the local organizers to 

develop the scientific program and to ensure 

that support is available to aid participation by 

as many speakers, students and scientists as 

possible.  This work is done by the IFNS Vice 

President (scientific program) and by a 

fundraising committee comprised of IFNS 

 

 

IFNS President 

Larry Duncan 
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councilors and interested colleagues.  But 

regardless of how many individuals help with 

the formal operations, each of us can 

contribute substantially to these key activities. 

The critical bits of a scientific program are the 

topics and the session chairs who will invite 

the speakers in each subject area to best cover 

the current states of the art.  Ernesto San Blas 

has prepared a comprehensive list of topics 

and organizers based partly on topics from the 

last congress and on suggestions provided by 

some of the IFNS councillors. The list is 

circulating among all councilors who will 

work to narrow it down to a preliminary 

program.  Next spring this draft program will 

be presented to all societies for comment and 

further refinement with the goal of having a 

final program in place by early 2019. There 

can’t be too much input or too many ideas put 

forth during the early stage of program 

formation.  What topics are most important or 

exciting to you?  What novel or non-traditional 

areas might inform nematologists in important 

ways?  Who do you think would best organize 

a given topic and do you know scientists 

outside of nematology that we should hear 

from (or who should learn what we do)? Is 

there a workshop that would be especially 

helpful? Your ideas are most welcome so 

please send your suggestions to your 

councilor(s) (http://www.ifns.org/home/; click 

‘membership’) or Ernesto 

(esanblas@yahoo.com ) and thanks in advance 

for your help. 

Another important ICN tradition is an 

emphasis on fundraising to support travel 

awards.  Much of the money has come from 

commercial supporters, but a significant 

number of awards are traditionally provided by 

the foundations associated with some societies.  

The ONTA Foundation 

(http://www.ontaweb.org/mission/) and the 

Cobb Foundation 

(https://nematologists.org/about-us/n-a-cobb-

foundation/) support, among other things, 

student travel to the annual meetings of ONTA 

and SON and they are an important source of 

travel grants at the congresses.  Donating to 

such foundations represents a permanent gift 

to nematology, because our contributions grow 

the endowment funds that support activities 

such as travel grants from the interest they 

generate.  Some foundations even provide 

donors a choice between different funds that 

support specific activities. So if you are 

wondering how best to contribute financially 

to the wellbeing of our science, don’t forget 

the opportunities provided by the nematology 

foundations. 

 

The ICN 2020 website will be 

launched immediately following the ESN 

meeting in September 2018. In the meanwhile, 

keep abreast of congress plans and many other 

things ‘nematological’ at the IFNS Twitter site 

@Nematologists.  

 

Looking forward to seeing all of you 

in Antibes!   

 

Andreas Westphal (Secretary), Ernesto San-

Blas (Vice-President), and Larry Duncan  

(President)

 

  
Fig. 36. Painting of Antibes  Fig. 37. Antibes Convention center (Palais de 

Congres) 

 

  

http://www.ifns.org/home/
mailto:esanblas@yahoo.com
http://www.ontaweb.org/mission/
https://nematologists.org/about-us/n-a-cobb-foundation/
https://nematologists.org/about-us/n-a-cobb-foundation/
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Courses 

 

ENTOMOPATHOGENIC NEMATODES – 

NEW SPECIES DESCRIPTION  

Instructors: Dr Antoinette P. Malan & Dr. 

Vladimír Půža 

22-26 January 2018  

Venue: Dept. of Conservation Ecology and 

Entomology, Stellenbosch University 

 

Topics covered:  
Day 1: Trapping, isolating and storage  

Day 2: Collection of different life stages  

Day 3: Morphometrical identification  

Day 4: Molecular identification  

Day 5: Publication 

 

Registration fee R 6,000 (ca US$ 4,368) per 

participant  

Includes provision of light refreshments at a 

morning tea break and lunch  

ONLINE REGISTRATION NOW OPEN 

AT THIS LINK: 

http://apps.sun.ac.za/SCD/ApplicationForm

.aspx?offeringid=8439fb80-9188-e711-904e-

0050568000ff  

Contact: Dr Corey Bazelet, IPM Initiative  

Department of Conservation Ecology and 

Entomology, Stellenbosch University  

Email: cbazelet@sun.ac.za Tel: 021-808-9600 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

SON meeting: Albuquerque, New Mexico (22 – 25 July 2018) at the Hyatt Regency – 

Downtown, adjacent to the Albuquerque Convention Center in the heart of downtown Albuquerque 

 

ESN Meeting: Ghent, Belgium 9 – 13 September 2018.  

 

 

 

 

 
Fig. 38. From right to left: George Muhia 

Kariuki, Rosa Manzanilla and Don 

Dickson, in Adana (Turkey, ESN meeting 

2012). Picture courtesy of Janete Brito 

 

We would like to share with you a picture 

to remember our colleague George Muhia 

Kariuki who passed away on August 10, 

2017. 

That day in Adana (Turkey) we 

were enjoying the last day of the ESN 

meeting (Fig. 38). We were planning how 

to promote nematology building capacity 

in Eastern Africa and he was indeed very 

active in nematology in his native Kenya. 

Dr Kariuki supervised 3 Ph.D. students at the 

University of Nairobi and 13 Masters students 

at the University of Kenyatta, University of 

Nairobi, and University of Eldoret. 

ONTA NOTICE BOARD 

ONTA GALLERY 

NEMATOLOGY AGENDA 
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Therefore, it came as a great 

surprise the sad news of his passing while 

snorkeling in a Florida lake. He was a 

professor in the Department of Agricultural 

Science and Technology at Kenyata University 

in Nairobi, Kenya. Dr Kariuki received a 

Ph.D. in plant nematology at the University of 

Florida in 2006 where he also was a post-doc 

from 2006-2007. He had travelled to the 

United States, accompanied with his family, to 

attend to attend the 2017 APS Annual Meeting, 

5th to the 9th August 2017 in San Antonio, 

Texas, USA. 

 

Article based on one published in SON 

Newsletter (Vol. 63 issue 3) by Dr Jon 

Eisenback and information kindly provided by 

Janete Brito. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Get busy! ONTA Foundation, Inc. status is clear and high. Open your wings and take a 

flight! 

 

Dear ONTA member, 

 

ONTA Foundation is ready for a campaign to request donations and expand its 

contributor base in a big way. ONTA Foundation can receive funds through several means: 1) 

checks made out to the ONTA Foundation and mailed to Janete Brito; 2) credit card, same 

information required as for membership payment; 3) wire transfer. Janete Brito and Renato 

Inserra have full codes for wiring if requested. 

Please give generously to support the activities and projects of the ONTA Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear ONTA Member, 

 

A list of active members with their e-mail addresses and countries has been posted on the 

ONTA website (http://www.ontaweb.org/onta-membership-directory/). Please verify your 

membership status on the posted list. Contact Julia Meredith (jmeredith@cox.net) if your membership 

status is not updated. 

 

Thanks, 

 

Julia Meredith 

INVITATION 

ONTA 

FOUNDATION 

 

ONTA ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP 

UPDATING 

mailto:jmeredith@cox.net
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ONTA Acting Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear ONTA member, 

 

Do you have a passion for nematodes and nematology? Would you like to share nematology 

news with our ONTA members? If so, welcome aboard! 

We would like to extend to you a warm invitation to send or share information for our 

next ONTA Newsletter issue. 

Please contact us. We are looking forward to hearing from you and to learn of your 

local nematology events and news. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The editor would like to thank all ONTA Newsletter contributors for sending and sharing 

information through the year of 2017. Special thanks are due to Drs Jon Eisenback, Andrea 

Skantar and David J. Hunt (Nematology) for sharing with us the obituaries of Dr Virginia 

Ferris and M.R. Siddiqi. Cartoons and greeting cards were kindly provided by Dr Ed 

McGawley. 

 

Rosa H. Manzanilla-López 

ONTA Newsletter Editor 

 

  

ONTA NEWSLETTER 

INVITATION 

INVITATION 

Acknowledgements 
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New book: Perspectives in Sustainable 

Nematode Management Through Pochonia 

chlamydosporia Applications for Root and 

Rhizosphere Health, edited by Rosa H. 

Manzanilla-López (CEPROBI, Mexico) and 

Luis V. Lopez-Llorca (University of Alicante, 

Spain) 

 

This book is a multidisciplinary treatise with 

contributions by experts presented in a single 

volume and concerning the biology, 

physiology, ecology, protocols for production, 

integrated pest management strategies 

compatibility with Pochonia chlamydosporia, 

and other practical aspects of P. 

chlamydosporia use. There is a growing 

interest in the biopesticides market on products 

based on Pochonia chlamydosporia 

formulations. This volume covers those key 

aspects necessary to work with this biocontrol 

agent. The potential use of the fungus, not only 

as biological control agent but as a plant 

growth promoter and biofertilizer, will help to 

diversify the application of the fungus. 

This volume reviews our current knowledge 

and novel research areas on Pochonia 

chlamydosporia, a cosmopolitan fungus 

occurring in soils as a saprophyte yet capable 

of colonizing the rhizosphere of crops as an 

endophyte and behaving as a parasite of eggs 

of plant-parasitic nematodes. The book is 

divided into six sections containing 18 

chapters, starting with a historical background 

chapter, followed by 16 chapters, each 

contributed by experts, concerning those key 

aspects necessary to work with this biocontrol 

agent in a multidisciplinary treatise. 

 

ISBN 978-3-319-59222-0 / BIC: PSTP / 

SPRINGER NATURE: SCL24035 

1st ed. 2017, XXV, 411 p. 

69 illus., 42 illus. in color. 

£ 126,50 | CHF 187,00 | 169,99 € | 

186,99 € (A) | 181,89 € (D) 

 

Order online at springer.com/booksellers 

Springer Customer Service Center 

Customer Service 

Tiergartenstrasse 15-17 

69121 Heidelberg 

Germany 

T: +49 (0)6221 345-4301 

row-booksellers@springernature.com 

 

  

NEMATOLOGY NEW BOOKS  
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Courtesy Dr Ed McGawley 

 

  

We wish all ONTA members a happy season and productive 

2018 
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ONTA Sustaining Members 

ONTA gratefully recognizes the support received during 2017 from the following 

sustaining members: ADAMA, AMVAC, Bayer, CORBANA, DuPont, E-nema, 

Koppert Biological Systems, Syngenta and SynTech Research. 

http://www.amvac-chemical.com/
http://www2.dupont.com/home/en-us/index.html
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50
th

 ONTA MEETING  

AREQUIPA, PERU 

Sunday August 19-Thursday, August 23 

 

DAILY FLIGHTS 
LIMA-AREQUIPA 

 

Airline DEPARTURE 

(Outbound) 

ARRIVAL 

(Inbound) 

AVIANCA 05:00 06:30 

LATAM (LA) 12:35 14:10 

 

Note: You will be able to arrange your connecting flight from Lima to Arequipa with the travel 

agency Gamero travel SAC. The contact person is Mañuca Gamero (see details on p. 3). You 

will need to provide Mrs Gamero the details of your international flight ticket to Lima. Also, in 

case that you have decided to take a trip to Cusco and Puno after the meeting, please contact Mrs 

Gamero. 

 

 
Registration cost: Information will be provided as soon as possible through email and ONTA 

website. 

 

 

AREQUIPA HOTELS AND ACCOMODATION 

 

Four star Hotels:  

 

Palla Boutique Hotel*  

Puente Bolognesi 350 

Tel.: +51 980 959 990 

http://www.palla.pe/en/home/ 

 

The Palla Boutique Hotel is located in the historic center only two blocks away from the central city 

square, the Plaza de Armas. 

 

 

Hotel El Fundador 

Campo Redondo 109-111 

Contact person: Jackeline Bojorquez Valencia 

Email: reservas@fundador.pe 

Tel.: (054) 284848 

+51 54 286969 

WhatsApp: +51 959 378 471 reservas@fundador.pe 

http://fundador.pe/ 

 

This hotel is within a 10-minute walk of Santa Catalina Monastery, Arequipa Cathedral, and Society 

of Jesus Architectural Complex. Arequipa Plaza de Armas and Museum of Andean Sanctuaries are 

also within 15 minutes 

mailto:reservas@fundador.pe
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Casa Andina 

Calle Jerusalén 603 

Tel.: 51 (054) 202-070 

https://www.casa-andina.com/en/destinations/arequipa/standard-arequipa/ 

 

Casa Andina Standard Arequipa is located just a few blocks from the Plaza de Armas by car and a 

minute walk from the Monasterio of Santa Catalina. 

 

Hotel Crismar* 

Moral 107 

Tel.: 054 215290 

Located in the historic center 

http://www.hotelcrismar.com/ 

 

*Downtown location 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For those ONTA colleagues who wish to touring after the scientific meeting there are two options 

according three different timetable schedules and excursion duration (3, 4 or 5 days), all excursions 

and tours start departing from Arequipa on Friday 24 August. Excursions can be arranged with 

Gamero Travel SAC:  

 

1. Traditional Cusco which includes a visit to the sacred valley of the Incas and to Machu Picchu 

(24-27 August). 

2. Classic Puno where delegates will see the Uros Floating Islands in Taquile and have a day in Puno 

(24-28 August or 24-30 August). 

 

Gamero Travel contact person: Mañuca Gamero (Manager) 

Mz. E Lote 6 Urb. San Eloy, Trujillo 

E-mail: reservas@gamerotravel.com 

gerencia@gamerotravel.com 

Tel.: 51-44-322163 

Tel Cel.: 949338724  

RPM #972877748 

 

Note: You can make the reservation and payment through the agency and make the payment 

virtually. 

 
  

EXCURSIONS TO CUSCO, MACHU PICCHU AND OTHER TOURISTIC 

ATTRACTIONS 

mailto:reservas@gamerotravel.com
mailto:gerencia@gamerotravel.com
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TOURISM OPTIONS 

Package prices range from US$600 -755 (Option 1) to US$145-330 (Option 2) 

Prices are in addition to the cost of the flights from Arequipa to Cusco 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PROGRAM INCLUDES: 
 

 Inbound and outbound transfers 

 03 nights of accommodation in Cusco (03 breakfasts) 

 Half Day City Tour & Nearby Ruins 

 Full Day Sacred Valley of the Incas with buffet lunch) 

 Full Day to Machu Picchu in Expedition Train with buffet lunch 

 Transportation, tickets and guided in shared service (English and / or Spanish) 

 

ITINERARY: 
Day 1: Cusco 

 

Arrival, reception and transfer to the hotel. In the afternoon visit to the city of Cusco, we will know 

among other attractions the Plaza de Armas, the Cathedral, as well as the Convent of Santo Domingo, 

built on the famous Temple of Koricancha, later we will go to the outskirts of the city to appreciate 

the nearby archaeological remains such as Kenko, Puca Pucara, Tambomachay and the Fortress of 

Sacsayhuaman. Return to the hotel. Accommodation in Cusco 

Meals: None 

 

Day 2: Cusco - Sacred Valley of the Incas - Cusco 

 

Very early we start our guided tour to the Sacred Valley of the Incas, visit the 

majestic Ruins of Pisac, located on top of a mountain in the valley, then descend 

again to go to the town of Pisac, where we will find a colorful craft market; We 

will continue the journey along the valley crossing different typical towns until 

arriving to the province of Urubamba to enjoy a buffet lunch. In the afternoon 

we will visit the ancient and enigmatic Fortress of Ollantaytambo, located very 

close to a typical Inca town and on one of the slopes of an imposing mountain. 

Return to Cusco. Accommodation in Cusco 

Meals: Breakfast, lunch 

 

Day 3: Cusco - Machu Picchu – Cusco 

 

At coordinated time transfer from the hotel to the train station to 

board your train to the town of Machu Picchu, arrival and boarding 

bus to the majestic archaeological complex of Machu Picchu, 

guided tour of the Sanctuary, we will know the Royal Palace, the 

Three Windows , the Sacred Plaza, the Intihuatana, the Royal 

Palace, the Condor, the Circular Tower all built with an 

architectural perfection. At the indicated time we return by bus to 

the town of Machu Picchu to enjoy a nice lunch, later we will take our train back to Cusco. 

Accommodation in Cusco. 

Meals: Breakfast, lunch 

 

Option 1. TRADITIONAL CUSCO 

4 Days / 3 Nights 

Only Services 
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Day 4: Cusco 

Transfer from the hotel to the airport to board your national or international flight 

Meals: Breakfast 
 

PRICE PER PERSON IN AMERICAN DOLLARS 
    Foreign travellers 

HOTELS:   ROOM 

SIMPLE 

ROOM 

DOUBLE 

ROOM 

TRIPLE 

SAN FRANCISCO PLAZA 3* Tourist 699 625 599 

SAMAY 3* Tourist 755 645 619 

SAN AGUSTÍN INTERNACIONAL 3* Tourist 755 640 610 

*Hotels category  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Transfers airport / hotel / airport in Puno 

 02 nights of accommodation in Puno 

 02 Breakfasts 

 Full Day to the Uros and Taquile Islands (01 Lunch) 

 Transportation, tickets and guided in shared service (English and / or Spanish) 
 

ITINERARY: 

 

DAY 1: PUNO 

 

Upon arrival, assistance at the airport and transfer to the Hotel. 

Free Day for personal activities. In the afternoon we suggest a half-day visit to the Chullpas 

de Sillustani. 

Accommodation in Puno 

Meals: None 
 

DAY 2: UROS FLOATING ISLANDS - TAQUILE 

 

Very early in the morning guided tour of the highest lake in the world, the 

"Titicaca" (3810 m a.s.l.), located in the Altiplano; We will visit the Uros 

Islands, populated by Aymara families that live approximately on forty floating 

islands built with totora reeds. We continue the tour of the lake until we reach 

Taquile (4040 m a.s.l.) where we will discover one of the most beautiful 

Andean places and where time does not seem to pass, we will ascend walking 

approximately 45 minutes to the top of a hill where the main town is located , 

we will know its artisanal center where we will find fine handmade crafts. At 

lunchtime typical lunch. In the afternoon you will have to descend 533 stone 

PROGRAM INCLUDES:  

Option 2: CLASSIC PUNO 

3 Days / 2 Nights 

Only Services 
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steps until you reach the pier of the island and 2.50 hours by boat we arrive at the city of 

Puno. Accommodation in Puno 

 

Meals: Breakfast, typical lunch 

 
DAY 3: PUNO  

 

At the indicated time, transfer to the airport to take the return flight. Meals: Breakfast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRICES PER PERSON IN AMERICAN DOLLARS 
   Foreign travellers  
          

 

Hotels in Puno City 

  ROOM 

SIMPLE 

ROOM 

DOUBLE 

ROOM 

TRIPLE 

Balsa Inn 2* Basic 272 175 145 

Munaytambo 2* Basic 266 175 149 

Conde de Lemos  3* Economic 266 179 149 

La Hacienda Puno  3* Tourist 325 190 165 

Intiqa 3* Tourist 285 185 161 

La Hacienda Plaza   3* Tourist 330 195 161 

Hotels on the Lake front 
 

  ROOM 

SIMPLE 

ROOM. 

DOUBLE 

ROOM 

TRIPLE 

Eco Inn Puno  3* Tourist 322 188 185 

*Hotels category 

 

FLIGHTS  

 

Friday 24 August  

 

AREQUIPA–CUSCO 

Airline 

DEPARTURE 

(Outbound) 

ARRIVAL 

(Inbound) 

PERUVIAN 8:10 9:10 

LATAM 8:45 9:45 
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TRAVEL INFORMATION (CONT.) 
 

CUSCO-LIMA* 

Sunday August 26 

 

CUSCO–LIMA Flights 

Airline 

DEPARTURE 

Outbound 

 

ARRIVAL 

Inbound 

LATAM  11:40  13:10 

4LA 12:05  13:35 

3LA 12:30  14:00 

 12:55  14:25 

2LA 13:20  14: 50 

5LA 14:20  15:45 

PERUVIAN   

P9 213 06: 50 08:15 

P9 222 09:40 11:05 

P9 210 09:50 11:15 

P9 221 15:50 17:15 

P9 218 11:35 13:00 

P9 217 11:35 13:00 

P9 215 13:10 14:35 

*Airfares (return trip) Arequipa-Cusco-Lima ranging from US$199.00 to US$255.00 per 

passenger depending on dates and timetable departures (see below information from Gamero 

SAC travel options). 

 

Excursion Options 

First option 

 

DEPARTURE 

(Inbound) 

ARRIVAL 

(Outbound) 

COST (US Dollars) 

AREQUIPA/CUSCO 24AUG 24 AUG  

PERUVIAN     

1 P9  08:10  09:10    

CUSCO/LIMA 27AUG 27 AUG  

2 P9 15:50 17:15 US $ 229.00  

Second option: 

AREQUIPA/CUSCO 

DEPARTURE  ARRIVAL  

 

COST (US Dollars) 

PERUVIAN 24AUG 24 AUG  

1 P9 08:10 09:10  

CUSCO/LIMA 28AUG 28 AUG  

2 P9 15:50 17:15 US $229.00  

Third option: 

AREQUIPA/CUSCO 

DEPARTURE 

24AUG 

ARRIVAL COST (US Dollars) 

1 PERUVIAN  08:10 09:10 US $109.00 

CUSCO/LIMA    

1 LATAM 30AUG 30 AUG  

JULIACA/LIMA 19:55 21:30 US $255.00 
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