
Nematropica Guidelines for Authors 

Nematropica (ISSN 2220-5608) is an international scientific journal of tropical and subtropical nematology. 

Beginning in 2011 with Volume 41 Nematropica will be exclusively an on-line journal available via the 

ONTA website http://www.ontaweb.org/ and http://palmm.fcla.edu/nematode/.   

 

Contributions describing nematological research in temperate regions will be considered if they are of general 

interest. Articles on plant-parasitic, entomophilic, and free-living nematodes are equally welcome. Research 

notes, review articles, and Symposium Proceedings will be considered. Manuscripts accepted for publication 

must be scientifically sound, suitable for the audience of the journal, and prepared according to the guidelines 

provided below. Manuscripts must not have been published previously or simultaneously submitted 

elsewhere. A checklist is provided to assist in manuscript preparation. Please complete the Author 

Checklist and submit it with your manuscript. The names of two colleagues who have reviewed the 

manuscript must be included on the checklist. Manuscripts should be written in English, Spanish, French, or 

Portuguese, and submitted to the Editor-in-Chief. All articles in Nematropica include abstracts in English and 

Spanish (or the language in which the article was written). Editors will translate abstracts for authors if 

necessary. Manuscripts may be submitted electronically or by mail. Portions of articles in Nematropica may 

be reprinted without permission, provided that Nematropica is cited as the original source.  

  

Submission Procedure  

The Editor-in-Chief of Nematropica for 2017-2019 is Dr. Brent Sipes (sipes@hawaii.edu).   

Manuscripts should be e-mailed to Cathy Howard, Assistant to the Editor-in-Chief at 

nematropica@gmail.com.  She will acknowledge receipt and assign your manuscript a number. 

Accompanying E-mail message should include the following information:  

• Title of article  

• Type of article (Research Report, Research Note, Review Article, Symposium Proceeding) 

• Name, affiliation, email and mailing addresses (including postal code), telephone and fax 

numbers of corresponding author  

• List of attached documents  

• A statement that all authors have reviewed the manuscript and approved its submission to 

Nematropica.  

• Completed Author’s Checklist for submitted manuscripts (see below).  

• A statement indicating that at least one of the authors is a current member of ONTA.  We no 

longer accept manuscripts from non-members. 

 

Manuscript Preparation  

Microsoft Word for Windows is the preferred file format for text. However, Rich Text Format (.rtf), 

Word for Macintosh, and WordPerfect for Windows formats are acceptable. Manuscript pages 

should be numbered in the upper right corner and lines of text on each page should be numbered.  

Each table should be placed on a separate page following the references. Prepare tables in the table 

format with one data field per cell. Captions for figures should be provided in a list at the end of the 

text, following the references and tables. Double-space the entire document (including tables), and 

use a 12 point font. Do not right justify and do not hyphenate at the ends of lines. Scientific 

binomials and other words, symbols, or punctuation marks that are italicized in Nematropica should 

be either italicized or underlined in the manuscript. The two styles are not mixed. Bold type is only 
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used in the Title. A running head of no more than 60 characters is included under the author 

affiliations.  

Illustration files should not be merged, imbedded, or linked to the text file, but kept completely 

separate; figure numbers placed within the body of the text will be used to determine the 

placement of illustrations. Appropriate formats for figures are JPEG or TIFF with at least 300 dpi. 

Manuscripts that do not conform to Nematropica format may be returned to the author to correct 

serious format difficulties prior to the review process.  

Review Process  

All manuscripts submitted to Nematropica are subjected to peer-review. Upon submission, the 

manuscript to be reviewed is distributed to 2 qualified reviewers. Authors will receive an 

acknowledgement email with a reference number for the manuscript. Authors should refer to this 

number in all correspondence with the Editor. Reviewers have 3 weeks to review the submission 

and to recommend to the Editor-in-Chief acceptance (generally with revision) or rejection.  

Authors who wish to publish in Nematropica must be willing to act on the recommendations of 

reviewers and editors. Suggested revisions that substantially change the author's intent or appear to 

be in error may be rebutted with a documented explanation in an e-mail to the Editor-in-Chief when 

the revised manuscript is returned.  

If the manuscript is accepted with revision, the Editor-in-Chief returns the manuscript to the 

corresponding author. Authors should then make any suggested changes in the article and return it 

to the Editor-in-Chief by email fully formatted with italics, subscripts, etc. within 6 weeks. The 

author must also return marked manuscripts and reviewer’s comments. In an email message, the 

author should explain how criticisms were dealt with and why criticisms may not have been 

accepted. The revised article will be reviewed by the Editor-in-Chief and, if judged acceptable for 

publication, will be checked for formatting and final submission for layout of pdf. Unless authors 

have permission from the Editor-in-Chief for a brief delay in revision, a manuscript requiring more 

than 6 weeks for revision should be sent to the Editor-in-Chief as a new submission. Authors will 

receive an acceptance email. There are no page charges for members of ONTA.  

 

Types of Articles  

Research Reports  

Research Reports are full length articles. They should describe original work that represents a 

significant advance in the understanding of a particular issue or concept or that leads to practical 

solutions to existing problems. The work described must not have been published before (except in 

the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture, review, or thesis). Data reported in 

Nematropica must be from scientifically valid, replicated plots or observations and subjected to 

appropriate statistical analysis.  

Research Notes  

Research Notes are short articles that report new findings relevant to readers of Nematropica. Notes 

are shorter than a Research Report and include an Abstract and Resumen but do not include section 



headings (Materials and Methods, Results, and Discussion). Abstracts for Notes are limited to 200 

words. Notes provide an outlet for science-based findings that are important to crop advisers, 

growers, diagnosticians, researchers, regulatory officials, and other practitioners. Notes are intended 

to stand alone and should not include preliminary reports of work that will later be presented in full-

length papers. Notes are not abstracts and must not duplicate abstracts published or submitted 

elsewhere.  

Review Articles  

Reviews are articles that summarize and analyze a topic of importance to tropical and subtropical 

nematology for those who are not specialists in the topic area of the review. Readers should be able 

to learn what is known and what questions remain unresolved about the subject. Reviews should 

include an introduction to the problem or issue including why the topic is of interest and a 

discussion of the issues or new information as it relates to tropical or subtropical nematology. The 

body of the review may be subdivided using headings that describe the major ideas being discussed. 

Reviews should cite suitable references to document statements that are not considered general 

knowledge and may also provide a list of printed and/or electronic resources for further information. 

 

Symposium Proceedings 

 

Proceedings from a Symposium presented at an annual ONTA meeting may be published in 

Nematropica. However, it is important that one member of the symposium should act as overall 

organizer and ensure that: (1) every speaker agrees to submit a manuscript within 3 months of the 

symposium; (2) revisions are made in a timely manner following peer-review; (3) the organizer 

prepares an introduction to the symposium that sets the context for readers so they understand why 

the symposium is important: and (4) the organizer will be responsible for enforcing agreed-upon 

deadlines. 

 



Manuscript Formatting Guide: 
Research Reports should contain the following sections and appear as illustrated below. See the 

description of different types of publications provided above for formatting variation for Notes and 

Review articles. 

 

ON THE FIRST PAGE OF THE MANUSCRIPT, THE TITLE SHOULD APPEAR 

8 SINGLE SPACED IN ALL CAPITAL, BOLD LETTERS AT THE TOP OF THE PAGE. 

9 SCIENTIFIC BINOMIALS SHOULD BE ITALICIZED. 

 

Name(s) of the author(s) should appear under the title, centered on the page, with a designation* for 

the corresponding author. 

 

Institutional addresses for all authors should be left justified. The corresponding author should 

include additional information including postal code, telephone and fax numbers, and an e-mail 

address. 

 

Running Head: should be 60 characters or less and follow author affiliations 

 

ABSTRACT 

Author1, A. A., B. B. Author2, and C. C. Author3. 2011. Title of Manuscript in 12 pt. font 

double spaced. Nematropica 41:00-00. 

 

The abstract should provide a summary of the main points of the article and why the 

research results should be viewed as important. 

 

Key Words: Key words should follow the abstract and be in alphabetical order. 

 

RESUMEN/RESUMO/RÉSUMÉ 



Author1, A. A., B. B. Author2, and C. C. Author3. 2011. Title of Manuscript in 

Spanish/Portuguese/French in 12 pt. font double spaced. Nematropica 41:00-00. 

 

Abstract written in English will be translated into Spanish by the Editors if necessary. 

The Editors will also translate abstracts into English for manuscripts written in Spanish, French, or 

Portuguese if necessary. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Briefly describe the problem and the reasons for conducting the research. Authors should 

establish the context of their research at the beginning of the article and then present objectives of 

the research. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

Materials and methods should describe the research methods used in enough detail that 

readers could duplicate the experiments or directly find the specific methods necessary for 

duplicating experiments in the referenced literature. Experimental designs should be fully described 

and the statistical analysis procedures used should be specified. Subheadings for Materials and 

Methods, Results, and Discussion sections should be in upper and lower case letters and italicized. 

 

RESULTS 

Experimental results should be clearly described. 

 

DISCUSSION 



The discussion should relate work presented in the manuscript to other published material, 

and address the strengths and weaknesses of the presented research. Major conclusions should be 

supported by the results from experiments. 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Authors should use this space to acknowledge people making significant contribution to the 

research presented, funding sources, etc. 
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TABLES 

Each table should be placed on a separate page following the references. They should be 

self-explanatory and numbered with Arabic numbers (i.e. 1, 2, 3). The title of the table should be 

placed at the top and notes at the bottom. Notes should be designated with lower case superscript 

letters (x, y, z, etc) with the last note of a table having the z superscript. Prepare tables in the table 

format with one data field per cell. 

 

Table 1. Effect of soil treatment on root-knot nematode (Meloidogyne incognita) gall rating at  35 

and 70 DAPx in all trials. 

Gall Ratey 

 Location 1 Location 2 Location 3 

Treatment 35 DAP 70 DAP 35 DAP 70 DAP 35 DAP 70 DAP 

Untreated 0.75 abz 3.17 b 2.56 a 7.03 a 1.97 a 3.81 a 

Chemical 1 0.36 ab 3.53 b 0.00 3.64 b 0.00 b 0.00 b 

Chemical 2 1.40 a 5.28 a 1.34 ab 7.30 a 1.67 a 3.08 a 

Chemical 3 0.27 b 4.23 ab 0.83 bc 7.95 a 1.67 a 3.08 a 

LSD (0.05) 1.08 1.74 1.29 1.40 1.21 1.55 

x Days after planting 

yGall rate is a 1 to 10 scale with 1= no galls and 10= severe galling (Zeck, 1971). 

zMeans with the same letter are not significantly different. 

 



FIGURES 

 Figures should be provided as separate files and be at least 300 dpi in a jpeg format. 

Captions for figures should be provided in a list at the end of the text, following the tables. 



 

Abbreviations and 

Symbols  

  Abreviaturas y Simbolos  

active ingredient  a.i.  i.a.  ingrediente activo  

and others  et al.  et al.  y otros  

centimeter  cm  cm  centímetro  

cubic centimeter  cm3  cm3  centímetro cubico  

cultivar  cv.  cv.  cultivar  

degree centigrade  °C  °C  grado centigrade  

diameter  diam  diam  diámetro  

emulsifiable concentrate  EC  CE  concentrado emulsificable  

gram  g  g  gramo  

gravity  G  G  gravedad  

hectare  ha  ha  hectárea  

hour  hr  hr  hora  

hydrogen ion 

concentration  
pH  pH  

concentration de iones H+  

kilogram  kg  kg  kilogramo  

kilometer  km  km  kilómetro  

least significant difference  LSD  DMS  diferencia minima significativa  

liter  L  L  litro  

median effective dose  ED50  DE50  dosis de efectividad media  

median lethal 

concentration  
LC50  CL50  

concentracíon letal media  

median lethal dose  LD50  DL50  dosis letal media  

meter  m  m  metro  

meters above sea level  m.s.l.  m.s.n.m.  metros sobre el nivel del mar  

microgram  µg  µg  microgramo  

micrometer  µm  µm  micrómetro  

milliequivalent  meq  me  miliequivalente  

milligram  mg  mg  miligramo  

milliliter  ml  ml  mililitro  

minute  min  min  minuto  

molar  M  M  molar  

normal  N  N  normal  

parts per million  ppm  ppm  partes por millón  

percent  %  %  por ciento  

relative humidity  RH  HR  humedad relative  

second  s  s  segundo  

standard deviation  SD  DE  desviación estándar  

standard error  SE  EE  error estándar  

ton (1000 kg)  T  T  tonelada (1000 kg)  

cal 2 1.40 a 5.28 a 1.34 ab 7.30 a 1.67 a 3.08 a 11   
  



Checklist for Manuscripts (Include with Submitted Manuscript)  

 

[ ] Manuscript has not been published previously or simultaneously submitted elsewhere.  

[ ] Manuscript has been critically reviewed by 2 colleagues and their names are provided.  

[ ] Formatted as Microsoft Word for Windows or other acceptable format  

[ ] Manuscript are formatted and submitted for 8.5 x 11 inch (A4) paper.  

[ ] All page margins are 1 set at inch (left, right, top and bottom).  

[ ] Manuscript is double-spaced (including tables), and 12 point font is used.  

[ ] Text is left hand justified only.  

[ ] Pages are marked with page numbers in the upper right corner, and line numbers restart on each 

page.  

[ ] Authors are listed under the title with full names and affiliation including department, 

institution, or company, and location.  

[ ] Corresponding author is designated and an email address and complete mailing address 

(including postal code, fax and telephone number) is included for the corresponding 

author.  

[ ] A running head of no more than 60 characters is included under the author affiliations.  

[ ] Scientific binomials and other words, symbols that are italicized in Nematropica are either 

italicized or underlined in the manuscript. The two styles are not mixed.  

[ ] Tables are cited in numeric order in the body of the manuscript; and any nonstandard 

abbreviations are explained in table footnotes.  

[ ] Captions for figures are listed following "Literature Cited" and tables.  

[ ] Figures should be provided as separate files and be at least 300 dpi and submitted in jpeg format. 

 

[ ] References are cited in the text by first author’s surname and year of publication.  

[ ] All references are listed in alphabetical order by authors' surnames and are in the style 



appropriate for Nematropica described in the guide to authors.  

[ ] References are double-checked for the accuracy of each citation and that each is cited in the text. 

All references cited in the text should also be listed in the “Literature Cited.”  


